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BISHOP’S CALENDAR - FEBRUARY - 2020

Date | Programme Place Time

01 Feast Mass, Periyanayagi Madha Church Bumanur 10.30 a.m.

01 Annual Day, Mount Mary Matric Hr.Sec.School | Chinnagollapatti 05.30 p.m.

02 Day of Consecrated Life Epiphany Center 09.30 a.m.

02 Mass, Holy Family Parai Koil Elathagiri 06.00 p.m.

03 Annual Day, St. Antony’s Hr.Sec.School Thiruchengode 05.00 p.m.

04 Madha T.V. Promotion Kodaikanal

05-06 | Board Meeting, Good Shepherd Seminary Coimbatore

07 Mass, Karuveppampatti Thiruchengode 07.00 a.m.

07 Pastoral Visit Andipatti

08 Grotto Feast Mass, Malaikoil Agraharam 07.30 a.m.

08 Jubilee Mass, Sacred Heart Hr.Sec. School Yercaud 10.30 a.m.

09 Pastoral visit and Confirmation Andipatti 08.30 a.m.

09 Grotto Feast Mass, St. Mary’s Convent Arisipalayam 06.00 p.m.

10-12 | Board Meeting, St. Peter’s Pontifical Seminary Bangalore

13 Reception Suramangalam 07.00 p.m.

14 Annual Day, Don Bosco College Dharmapuri 10.00 a.m.

14 Mass Suramangalam 04.00 p.m.

15 Blessing of Convent Chapel Gangavalli 11.30 a.m.

15 Annual Day, Assisi Middle School Karumandurai 05.30 p.m.

16 Confirmation at Yemapalli Patlur 09.00 a.m.

16 Blessing of new Chapel, Thengalvarai Salem Camp 06.00 p.m.

18 Mass, St. Antony’s Novena Pallipalayam 11.00 a.m.

20 TNBC Charismatic members meet Hosur

21 SCC National Meeting Nagpur

22 Final Profession, Holy Cross Sisters Thiruchirapalli 10.30 a.m.

22 Blessing of Renovated Church Rasipuram 05.30 p.m.

23 Jubilee Mass, Montfort Brothers Yercaud 09.30 a.m.

23 Blessing of Carmel Fathers’ Priory Yercaud 11.30 a.m.

23 Golden Jubilee Mass Arisipalayam 06.00 p.m.

26 Ash Wednesday — Beginning of Lent Shevapet 06.15 a.m.

27 Madha T.V. Office Chennai

28 Madha T.V. Promotion Devakottai

29 Annual Day, DMI CBSE School Karumandurai 05.30 p.m.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR - FEBRUARY -2020

02 IV ORDINARY SUNDAY Presentation of the Lord, Feast. — Day of consecrated

03 St. Blaise, Memory
04 St. John de Britto, Memory

Life




05 St. Agatha, Memory
06 Sts. Paul Miki and Companions, Memory
07 St. Gonzalo Garcia, Memory
08 St. Jerome Emiliani & St. Josephine Bakhita, Memory
09 V ORDINARY SUNDAY - HOLY CHILDHOOQOD DAY.
SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR HOLY CHILDHOOD SOCIETY, ROME
10 St. Scholastica, memory
11 Our Lady of Lourdes, Memory — Celebration of the World Day of the Sick
14 Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Memory
16 VI ORDINARY SUNDAY
17 Seven Founders of the Order of the Servites
18 St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, Memory
21 St. Peter Damian, Memory
22 Chair of St. Peter the Apostle, Feast
23 VII ORDINARY SUNDAY
26 ASH WEDNESDAY - Season of LENT begins- Fasting and Abstinence

FROM BISHOP’S DESK - FEBRUARY 2018

1. Month of February is called ‘Press Month’. Print Media is still one of the effective
means of evangelization and communication. Let us use this media for pastoral and
evangelical activities. Pastors are requested to urge the Faithful to subscribe to and promote
Catholic Magazines (weekly and monthly). It is desired that each Catholic home receives
and reads at least one Catholic magazine. This is an opportune time to promote Nam
Vazhvu, our Catholic Tamil weekly. Mr. Leo Rosario will contact you on this.

2. The Clergy Monthly Recollection in February 2020 will be at the Vicariates. It will
be a good occasion for planning Lenten programs in the Parishes and Vicariates.

3. Clergy Monthly Recollection at the Bishop’s House, Salem, in March 2020 will be on
02.03.2019 Monday. We will study about the Renewal of the Church through Catholic
Charismatic Renewal.

4. Extracts of Registers of Baptism and Marriage are to be sent to the Bishop’s House
immediately with entries up to December 2019. | request all the Parish Priests to act quickly
to help the diocesan Chancellor to update the Archives.

5. Please check if you have already sent the Annual Statistical Form duly filled for 2019
to our diocesan Chancellor. The due date was 18.01.2020.

6. It is time to submit all the Accounts up to December 2020 from all parishes and
schools to the Procurator for entries and eventual auditing. Kindly submit your accounts
with proper receipt vouchers and payment bills along with the copies of bank pass books and
Fixed Deposits. Those in charge of Schools please send your accounts with relevant receipts
for school fees, Bus fees, Books and other Materials etc. This will help us to carry out the
Half-yearly Audit.

7. All Universal Collections made in 2019 are to be remitted to the Procurator
immediately to enable him for the onward transmission of the same to proper destination.



8. Diocesan pilgrimage to the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes at Agraharam will be on
08.02.2020 Saturday. The Feast Mass will be celebrated at 7.30 a.m. at the Grotto. In view
of the pilgrimage to Agraharam, all Catholic schools in Salem are encouraged to declare the
Saturday, 08.02.2020 a holiday to facilitate the students and the teachers to participate in the
pilgrimage.

9. Pontifical Society for the HOLY CHILDHOOQOD is the Association to motivate the
children below 14 years of age for missionary activity. This year the HOLY CHILDHOOD
DAY is celebrated on 09.02.2020. All the parishes and Institutions (Schools and Boarding
Houses) are urged to celebrate this day meaningfully. A SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR
HOLY CHILDHOOD SOCIETY is to be taken on this day and the proceeds are to be
sent to the Pontifical Society for Holy Childhood, Rome. The Parish Priests and Heads of
Institutions are requested to send the Holy Childhood collections early to the diocesan
Procurator, Bishop’s House, Salem.

10. Madha T.V. of the TNBC completes SIX years in February 2020. With the
generous contributions of all people in Tamilnadu and the hard work of the priests and other
staff at Santhome Communication Centre, Chennai, and in various dioceses, the satellite
channel has successfully functioned for six years. Its reception through Arasu cable in
Tamilnadu and through private cable networks in other states of India has been remarkably
acknowledged by thousands of letters from viewers. Madha T.V. is also available on
AIRTEL (Ch.816), TATA SKY (ch. No. 1557), SUN DIRECT (Ch. 618) and
VIDEOCORN (ch 599) dishes. Thousands of people watch this TV via internet all over the
globe. I appeal to all the Parish Priests and Heads of Catholic Institutions to motivate
all our Catholics to view Madha T.V. and to contribute to it in the Mathanthorum
Madhavukku scheme.

11. Healing Ministry Week is celebrated from 6™ to 13" February 2020. The
Message of the Holy Father for the World Day of the Sick 2020 is given at the end of this
newsletter.

12. DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE will be celebrated in Salem Diocese on
02.02.2020 at Epiphany Centre, Salem, from 09.30 a.m. till 01.30 p.m. There will be two
sessions and Holy Mass by our Bishop. The sessions will end with lunch at 01.30 p.m. All
men and women religious in Salem Diocese are invited for the Day of Consecrated life
celebration. Diocesan priests are invited to join the event as much as possible to
encourage the religious working in our diocese.

13. As the Government Examinations are approaching for our students in our
schools, let us arrange for Holy Mass or Prayer Services for the students who appear for
the examinations during this month to ask for God’s grace on these students in our parishes
and educational institutions.

14. Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickam, in his capacity as the Director of Salem Social Service
Society, is appointed as the Secretary of Salem Diocesan Health Commission. He will
coordinate the Health Ministry in Salem Diocese.

15.  Mr. Jesu Mari, beloved father of Rev. Fr. Ignatius Fidelis, aged 80 years, passed
away on 10.01.2020. His funeral was held on 11.01.2020 at 03.30 p.m. at Agraharam in the
presence of many priests, Religious Brothers and Sisters and Lay people. Let us pray for his
repose and for the grieved family members. R.1.P.



16.

The Holy SEASON OF LENT begins this year on 26.02.2020 with Ash

Wednesday. The Message of the Pope for Lent is given in this newsletter. Kindly read
the text and bring the message to the people. The Lenten Season is the appropriate time to
catechize our faithful on conversion to the correct Catholic Spiritual and Moral Life. Let us
instruct our people on the correct observance of Lenten duties of Fasting and Abstinence.

NATIONAL DAYS OF COMEMORATION in February 2020

4 February: World Cancer Day [WHO]

6 February:

10 February: World Pulses Day (A/RES/73/251)

11 February: International Day of Women and Girls in Science (A/RES/70/212)

13 February: World Radio Day (A/RES/67/124)

20 February: World Day of Social Justice (A/RES/62/10)

Bishop S. Singaroyan

21 February: International Mother Language Day (A/RES/56/262)

International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation (A/RES/67/146)

HOLY CHILDHOOD SOCIETY COLLECTION IN SALEM DIOCESE IN 2019

Special thanks and appreciation to all the Priests, the Religious of the laity, for having taken
special interest and effort towards this good cause. Rome has remarked that the following

collection for the year 2019 is too small compared to our diocesan Catholic Population. Let
us try to improve this collection this year.

NAME OF THE
S.NO | NAME OF THE PARISH | AMOUNT | S.NO PARISH AMOUNT
1 | Agraharam 2500 | 31 | Pallipalayam 750
2 | Alagapuram 500 | 32 | Paramathi 250
3 | Andipatti 300 | 33 | Patlur 100
4 | Arisipalayam 4000 | 34 | Perunkurichi 200
5 | Assisinagar 200 | 35 | Pettaipalayam 200
6 | Attur 300 | 36 | Pudupalayam 1000
7 | Chinnakollapatti 300 | 37 | Pungavadi 200
8 Elachipalayam 100 | 38 | Rasipuram 200
9 Elanagar 100 | 39 | Sadayampalayam 2000
10 | Gangavalli 1000 | 40 | Sangagiri 200
11 | Idappadi 1000 | 41 | Salem camp 1000
12 | Jayarakkininagar 250 | 42 | Saniyasigundu 200
13 | Johnsonpet 3000 | 43 | Savariyarpalayam 1000
14 | Kakkavery 350 | 44 | Sendamangalam 200
15 | Kollihills 200 | 45 | Sendarapatti 200
16 | Koneripatti 500 | 46 | Settipatti 2000
17 | Kongarapatti 500 | 47 | Shevapet 1000
18 | Kootathupatti 100 | 48 | Siluvaigiri 100
19 | Kosavampatti 500 | 49 | Solasiramani 200
20 | Kumarapalayam 1000 | 50 | SPB Colony 500



https://www.who.int/cancer/en/
http://www.un.org/en/events/femalegenitalmutilationday/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/146
https://www.un.org/en/events/pulsesday/
http://undocs.org/A/RES/73/251
http://www.un.org/en/events/women-and-girls-in-science-day/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/212
http://www.un.org/en/events/radioday/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/124
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/62/10
http://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/56/262

21 | Kunnamalai 100 | 51 | Suramangalam 5000
22 | Manjakuttai 500 | 52 | Thalaivasal 500
23 | Masilapalayam 100 | 53 | Thiruchengode 200
24 | Mathiyampatti 1000 | 54 | Tharamangalam 1116
25 | Metturdam 1000 | 55 | Thumbal 100
26 | Mohannagar (Steelplant) 1000 | 56 | Thirumanur 2000
27 | Morur 2352 | 57 | Udayapatti 1000
28 | Nagalur 300 | 58 | Valappadi 500
29 | Namagiripettai 120 | 59 | Vellalapalayam 200
30 | Namakkal 1000 | 60 | Yercaud 1000

TOTAL 47388

CELEBRATION OF THE DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE IN SALEM DIOCESE

Date: 02.02.2020

Venue: Epiphany Center, Salem - 9.

Time: 09.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.

Progamme: Two sessions by an expert and Holy Mass by our Bishop.

All Men and Women Religious are invited.
Diocesan Priests are specially invited to participate and encourage the religious.

NEWS FROM DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS

CRI -DIOCESE OF SALEM .

CRI Christmas Celebration. 22 December 2019 was a red letter day for Salem C.R.I. as
all the members of our diocese came together for a day to wish our Bishop Most Rev.
Singaroyan and to celebrate Christmas as one family. 390 religious were present on the day.
All the members wished the Bishop from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. and were privileged to
receive his blessings. The zonal members were given opportunities to present before the
gathering a cultural programme each. It was indeed a mind blowing performance by all
the participants. The whole hearted participation and collaboration of all the members were
appreciated by all. At the end of the cultural show, C.R.l shared Christmas Joy with 6
children by giving Rs. 5,000 to each one for their education help. Our Bishop distributed
cash to the children.

Around 12 O'clock Bishop, along with other priests concelebrated the Holy Mass.

During his homily, emphasized that people look at the stone engraved with the images of

God and say this is God. But why don't we see God in our neighbours and say to them

that you are God? He raised a few questions like women harassment and sexual abuse

that take place in our society. The reason could be that they don't feel the sense of sin or

might be lack of respect for human dignity. Finally he asked us to give more respect to the
human beings respecting each other with right attitudes.

After the Holy Eucharistic Celebration all the participants joined together to cut the

cake along with our Bishop and shared the Christmas greetings with each other. At the end




Rev. Bro Arul Jeevan, Holy Cross, proposed the vote of thanks. Specially he thanked our
Beloved Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan for giving us Christmas message and a delicious
meal.

Sr. Joyce. CRI. Secretary.
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There will be NO Marriage Preparation Course in the month of February
-2020

Marriage Preparation Course in the Month of March 2020

Place : Marthal illam, Epiphany centre, Salem.
Day : 14" (Saturday) and 15" (Sunday) of March 2020.
Time : From 08.30 a.m. to 05.30 p.m.

Reg Fee : 500-/-(Registration, Materials, Remunerations, Certificate, Lunch and Tiffin
for two days)

Note:



1. Participants must come with parish priest’s letter and register their name on time.
8.30 am - 9.00 Registrations
9.00 classes begin.
Late comers are not allowed to attend this course.

2. Parents must attend the seminar on 15-03-2020, Sunday from 2.00 pm to 5.30 pm.

-Fr.S.Benjamin Sandhanaraj, Secretary.

YOUTH COMMISSION

YEAR OF YOUTH - 2020

Diocesan level Youth Year Inauguration: Diocesan level Youth Year
inauguration was held on 12" Sunday, January 2020 @ Epiphany
Pastoral Centre, Salem from 9.30 am to 5 pm. Nearly 600 Youth from
37 parishes participated. Rev. Dr. Amalraj, Professor, St. Peter’s
Seminary, Bangalore, gave orientation talk on Christus Vivt. Rev. Fr.
Solomon, Parish Priest, Alagapuram shared his vocation story and : '
motivated the participants to discern their vocation. Rev. Fr. Rajamanikam, Director, Salem
Social Service Society explained about Cancer free Salem Diocese
project, which will be promoted & executed by the Youth. Most Rev.
Dr. Singaroyan, Bishop of Salem offered the High Mass and declared &
inaugurated the Youth Year open in the Diocese. Sincere thanks to all
the resource persons for motivating the youth on the right direction.
Special thanks to all the Parish Priests, Rev. Sr. Jolly Joseph, Rev. Sr. '
Joyce, Rev. Sr. Selva, Rev. Fr. Antony and the entire CRI Unit of Salem, Rev. Fr. Solomon,
Spiritual Director, SERRA Club and the Youth Ex-Office members, Annai Natiyalaya &
Theetu Youth Dance wing for all their cooperation and coordination.

Diocesan level Life in Spirit Seminar (LSS): Youth Year Special Life in Spirit Semlnar
(LSS) was organized @ San Jose Estate, Manjakuttai from 17" to 19™ '
(Friday, Saturday and Sunday) January 2020. Nearly 12 parishes
participated. Sincere thanks to all the parish priests and the Diocesan
Charismatic team members for and the participants for the spirit filled
days. Special thanks to Rev. Fr. Vijay, Manager, Balmadies Estate, &= =~ —
Rev. Fr. Kishore, Parish Priest, Manjakuttai, Priests from Pondicherry and the volunteers for
all the arrangements & prayerful presence.

Year of Youth Inauguration @ Valapadi: Parish level inauguration of
the Youth Year was organized at Valapadi Parish on 01% January 2020
during the Night vigil Mass. Special prayers were for the Youth. Nearly
30 youth participated. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Vimal, Youth and the
parishioners for the wonderful task.

Youth Year Inauguration @ Namakkal: Parish level inauguration of
the Youth Year was organized at Namakkal Parish on Sunday 19%
January 2020. Youth flag was hoisted Nearly 35 youth participated.
Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. John Alphonse, Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Arul [~
Sundar, Principal, Christ the King School, Youth and the parishioners for the wonderful start.

Youth Year Inauguration & Pongal @ Suramangalam: Parish
level inauguration of the Youth Year was organized at Suramangalam
Parish on 15" January 2020. Nearly 25 youth participated. Sincere
thanks to Rev. Fr. Arulappan, Parish Priest, Youth and the




parishioners for the wonderful start. Special programmes and competitions and pongal
cooking was done by the Youth.

Youth Year inauguration & Pongal @ Manjakuttai: Parish level
inauguration of the Youth Year was organized at Manjakuttai Parish on 19"
January 2020. Nearly 40 youth participated. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr.
Kishore, Parish Priest, Youth and the parishioners for the wonderful start.
Special programmes and competitions and pongal cooking was done by the
Youth for the parishioners.

Regional Level Youth Year Inauguration: Tamilnadu level Youth Year inauguration Mass
and Ceremony was held on the concluding day of the TNBC meeting, on 22" (Wednesday)
January 2020 @ St. Mary’s Higher Secondary School campus, Colachel, Kottar. The grand
procession started at 2 pm from the sea shore and entered the school campus followed by
Holy Mass and opening ceremony. All the Bishops of Tamilnadu along with the diocesan
Youth Secretaries and Priests celebrated the Holy Mass. Nearly 5000 youth and lay faithful
witnessed the event. Salem Diocese presented three dances by the Youth Dance team. Sincere
thanks to Rev. Fr. Martin, Regional Director and all the secretaries and the office bearers for
the successful inauguration.

COMMUNICATION COMMISSION

Mass shoot for Madha TV : On Monday, 13" January 2020, Holy Mass shoot for Madha
TV program was organized at Epiphany Pastoral Centre, Salem. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Stanley,
Vice Rector, Minor Seminary and the technical team for their timely help and support.

On Sunday, 19 January 2020, Holy Mass shoot for Madha TV programme was organized at
Epiphany Pastoral Centre, Salem. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Solomon Raj, Parish Priest and the
technical team for their timely help and support.

Ilathil Traiyatchi for Madha TV: On Wednesday, 01 & 08 January 2020, Illathil Iraiyatchi
programme shoot was organized. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Henry Kishore, Parish Priest,
Manjakuttai, for being the moderator. We thank the Families who actively participated and
the Technical team for their support.

EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION

Epiphany Audio unit assisted the Annual Day held at St. John’s CBSE School. Sincere thanks
to Rev. Fr. Solomon, Principal, Staff & Students of St. John’s CBSE School.

Epiphany Cultural team staged a dance at Little Flower Matriculation School, Salem, on 14%
January, 2020. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Christu Raj, Principal, Staff and students.

Epiphany Cultural Team @ Alagapuram Parish: Anbiya Pongal was
celebrated at Alagapuam parish on Sunday, 05 January 2020. Most Rev.
Dr. Singaroyan, Bishop of Salem offered Holy Mass and presided over the
function. Epiphany cultural team and the parishioners presented cultural
events. Nearly three hundred people witnessed the event. Sincere thanks to
Rev. Fr. Solomon, Parish Priest, St. Michaels Church, Alagapuram.

INTER RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE COMMISSION

Inter Religious Dialogue and New Evangelization Planning




Pastoral Centre, Salem. Most Rev. Dr. Lawrence Pious, Bishop of Dharmapuri organized the
meeting and other delegates expressed the need of proclamation of the Word of God. Sincere
thanks to all the participants for spending their valuable time and sharing their views for
further proceedings.

CHARISMATIC COMMISSION

Intercessory Prayer at Epiphany Centre: On Fridays, 03, 10, 17, 24, 31 January 2020, the
Diocesan Charismatic team members had a special Intercessory prayer at Epiphany Pastoral
Centre. Around 20 members gathered and prayed for VVocation and intensions of the Diocese.
Thanks to the team members for the active participation.

Night Vigil at Epiphany Centre: On Saturday, 11 January 2020, Full Night vigil prayer was
organized by the Diocesan Charismatic Commission members. Nearly 50 members from
various parishes participated. Rev. Fr. Sebastian, Asst. Director, Anbu lllam offered Holy
Mass and shared the Word of God. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Sebastian and the team
members for all their effort and participation.

Second Saturday Special Prayer: On Saturday, 11 January 2020, one day
prayer meeting was organized by the Diocesan Charismatic Commission
members. Rev. Fr. Gladius Parish Priest, Kulandai Madha Church,
Kangeyam conducted the prayer service. The day began with Praise and
worship, breaking of the Word, Holy Mass and then ended with the devotion
to Mother Mary. Nearly 140 members from various parishes participated.
Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Gladius and the Diocesan team members, Rev.
Sisters, volunteers and the benefactors for their prayerful presence.

o
Prayer at Minor Seminary: On Sunday, 26 January 2020, the Diocesan Charismatic team
members conducted the evening prayer service at Minor Seminary, Salem. All the inmates

actively participated in the prayer service. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Micheal Raj Selvam,
Rector, Rev. Fr. Stanley, Vice Rector for the cordial support and cooperation.

Diocesan Level Jubilee Year Preparatory Meeting: Salem Diocesan Charismatic Renewal
team members gathered for a preparatory planning meeting in view of the Golden Jubilee
Year - 2022. Vision & Mission for Salem Diocese for the upcoming years were drafted &
designed. Most Rev. Dr. Singaroyan, Bishop of Salem headed the
meeting along with the Clergy of the Diocese. After careful
discernment the Diocesan Advisory committee & Diocesan Service
team was formed to execute the Charismatic services. Assist
Coordinator - Mr. Stephen Bernard, Secretary- Ms. Victoria & Mr. & ‘
Benedict will serve the diocese for a term of five years. Sincere thanks to the Bishop, Clergy
and the Commission members for the spirit filled days.

Golden Jubilee Year Inauguration @ Mumbai: The National Charismatic Renewal
Service team had arranged for a National gathering for the Charismatic leader cum launching
ceremony of the Golden Jubilee Year-2022 at the ‘Cathedral of the Holy Name’, Mumbai
on 26th January 2020. Cardinal Oswald Gracious headed the ceremony. Archbishops,
Bishops, Priests and Sisters and the Charismatic lay leaders were present
in large number. The ceremony began at 9.30 am and concluded at 4.30
pm. Sincere thanks the National Service Team and the volunteers for the
memorable event.

CATHOLIC SENIOR CITIZEN MOVEMENT



The Catholic Senior Citizens of our diocese had their monthly gathering at Epiphany Pastoral
Centre on Saturday, 11 January 2020. Members prayed for the intensions of the diocese.
Sincere thanks to the member for their active participation. The Catholic Senior Citizens of
our diocese made a pilgrimage cum reach out programme at
Siluvaigiri parish on Sunday, 26 January 2020. Sincere thanks
to Rev. Fr. Bernard, Parish priest and the parishioners for the
invitation and support.

COMMUNITY OF APOSTIOLIC CHRISTIANS

The Annual gathering of the Community of Apostolic Christians meeting was organised by
the members on Saturday, 11 January 2020. Members prayed for the vocation and the
Seminarians of the diocese. Nearly 20 members gathered and participated actively.
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EDUCATION COMMISSION

Fr. Maria Joseph Raj, Manager of R.C Schools, visited the following Schools.

S.No | Date Name of the School Place.
1 22-11-2019 St. Mary’s Middle School Attur
2 28-11-2019 St. Mary’s Primary School Pungavady
3 28-11-2019 St. Mary’s Primary School Gangavalli

He appreciated the school Head Master and teachers for their services to improve of the
school. He asked them to take special care of poor students to study and write without any
mistake and maintain the standard of teaching. He requested them to increase the number of
the students to avoid surplus.



Protest National Education Policy, Chepauk Chennai.: A major [&
demonstration was held on 30" November (Saturday) demanding |
withdrawal of the Draft National Education Policy 2019. The protest was
organized by National Federation of Protection of Education - Tamil Nadu.
MP Kanimozhi, Leaders of parties, social outfits, religious priests, nuns,

student and teachers’ unions gathered at Chepauk. "fﬂfﬂgmﬂ“
Holding placards, they shouted slogans demanding

“ the withdrawal of the draft policy. They explained that it would deprive

concept of federalism. Fr. Maria Joseph Raj (Manager), Mr. Xavier
Arputharaj, Mr. Belavendran, Mr. Alexander and Mr. Level were
attended the meeting from Salem diocese

SALEM SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

Kolping India: Mrs. Punitha and Ms. Gayathri visited Naranampalayam Village on 10th
January 2020 for VLKF meeting. 35 members from 3 groups participated in the meeting.

New Thrust: On 13" January 2020 Mr. David Raja, Point Person Participated in CBOs
meeting in Thammampatti village. 16 members for different group participated in the
meeting.

I

Caritas India: On 12" January 2020 Salem Social Service Society
inaugurated the project “Ezhuvom lyakkam - Cancer Care
Campaign” was officially launched in Salem Diocese by Most. Rev.
S.Singaroyan, D.D Bishop of Salem, in the presence of Rev. Fr. M.
Rajamanickam, Sectary of SSSS, Rev. Fr. Stephen Soruban, Secretary =
of Youth commission and Dr. John Arockiaraj, Manager of Caritas India.
The Bishop explained how we must become a change if we want to brlng change in
the society. Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickam said that it is the desire of :
SSSS to establish “Cancer Free Salem” and all its future efforts
will be oriented towards this mission by joining hand with youth
commission. Dr. John Arocikaraj Caritas India State officer shared §
some vital statistics on cancer (2018) among the participants. 570 \ €
youth participated in this inauguration.

On 13" January 2020 we organized staff Orientation on Key
strategic Pillars of Caritas India, Cancer Care Campaign and Lenten
Campaign. Office staff and Filed staff participated in this
orientation session. Dr. John Arockiyaraj Facilitate the session.

NABARD: On 9" and 10" of January 2020 our Rev. Fr. Rajamanicakm and Mr. David
Raja participated in 3" International conference on Emerging trends inMillet Technology for
Health Promotion at Periyar University, Salem. In Salem District Seven FPOs participated in
this conference

Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickam, Director, SSSS.
NAMAKKAL SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

We conducted Christmas celebration in December in Paramathi and gave inspiring talks
on “Value of Human life” to the people in Paramathi. They realized the value of human life
to be lived out. They expressed to respect for life and value of respecting other’s life too. This
program was ended with tea. Many youths took part in this event.



Inauguration of Year of Youth at Paramathi. On 19"January 2020, on the occasion of the
Year of Youth Inauguration, Youth boys conducted some games in view of Pongal to the
children and women groups. They distributed Pongal and sugarcane to all. The motivational
talks on “Gratitude to Everyone” was emphasized by the Local Mother Superior. Her
inspiring speech was much appreciated by all.

Fr. Peter John Paul, Secretary NSSS
NEWS FROM VICARIATES

SALEM VICARIATE

Arisipalayam: The feast of Infant Jesus Cathedral.: The Parochial feast of the Cathedral
had its gala opening with the hoisting of the festival flag by the Bishop of Dharmapuri. Nine
Vicar Generals from nine dioceses of Tamilnadu prepared the people during the novena days.
The festival solemn mass was offered by the Bishop of Salem on 15.10.2020 along with
concelebrants and he administered the sacrament of Eucharist to the 37 first holy
communicants. The evening mass was offered by our Silver Jubilerian Fr. M Rajamanikam,
the director of SSSS and the beautifully decorated car by the Christian friends Association
was blessed by Rev.Fr. A. Jacob, the diocesan financial administrator and after its procession
in the main streets of Arisipalayam and after an inspiring Eucharist (thanksgiving)
benediction by Fr. Anthony Albert. The festival flag, which has been gloriously inviting the
passersby by, was solemnly brought down by Fr. Edward Thadeus. “What a miracle? This
year festival celebration was exciting and enhancing” so say the participants

Fr. A. Vincent, ISCH, Asst. PP, Cathedral.

Suramangalam Parish: Campfire for the Youth:_New Year commenced at Sacred Heart
Church giving a look to the Youth with campfire at early in the morning (01.01.2020) after
midnight New Year Mass. Around 30 youth from Suramangalam gathered at Eco-orchard
wishing each other, praying and dancing.

Veronica Women’s Service Team: VWST:_Celebrated Pongal at 6:30 pm on January 16,
2020 at Eco-orchard in the Sacred Heart Church campus with campfire and planned the
activities for the whole year.

Fr. S. Arulappan P.P.

NAMAKKAL VICARIATE

On 19™ of January 2020 the inauguration of Youth in
Namakkal parish. The active participation of the Namakkal
parish youth is much appreciated by the faithful. The the
interaction between the youth with their parents was much
useful. Rev. Fr. Arul Sundar, the Namakkal parish youth in-

-

charge, gave his very inspiring speech for the youth. He blessed the
youth year flag and hosted the flag. This event of the youth gave
() new motivation for the faithful. Namakkal parish youth discussed
“®¥4 the plan to construct a house to a poor widow in the Namakkal
~—~_ g parish. They started the work of construction. This was much
appreciated by the elders of the faithful.

Paramathi. At the Paramathi parish the inauguration of youth year was on 19" January
2020. The youth organized a small flag procession from the gate to the church. Then flag



hosting took place and followed by Holy mass with faithful. The Pongal
celebration took place on the same day. The youth members along with
Velur Infant Jesus Anbiam distributed Pongal and sugarcane for the all
faithful. By this event youth parents and the faithful appreciated. At the
end of this event there was sharing of ideas among them. A youth boy
studying at Loyola College at Chennai shared his own experience of his
social activities at Chennai. It was an eye opening sharing for all the youth.

Fr. Peter John Paul, Vicariate Secretary
TIRUCHENGODE VICARIATE
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Fr. S. Joseph Poul Raj, VF., Tiruchengode



ATTUR VICARIATE

SILUVAIGIRI: Roof renovation for 15 families: In this New Year, 15 thatched roof huts,
which were not in good condition, were selected from Kondayampalli, Thagarapudur, and 74
Krishnapuram and been renovated with corrugated colored roofing that will last for many
years, safeguarding families from rain and wind. The parishioners, donors, and parish priest
joined together and accomplished this work which facilitated the poor families to celebrate
Christmas and New Year more meaningfully.

Youth Year Inauguration:  On 19" January 2020, we have
inaugurated the Year of Youth in our parish. Fr. Dominic, Vice
Principal of Loyola College, was the chief guest of the day. As
a whole parish, we had a grand mass at 74 Krishnapuram
church followed by the inaugural ceremony. New office . ,
bearers were honored on the stage. The debate, that was conducted by our vibrant youth
titled: “Whether the present youth can live the Scripturo r gt goodZeedback from the
people. Delicious lunch was served to all. A year plan was planned well and is ready to take
off. Our parish youth are excited!

A Psychological Seminar to Youth
KNOW or NO - Knowing Oneself & Other self

- Growing in Psychological Maturity
23 February 2020 9 am -5 pm SILUVAIGIRI HILL

Fr. Bernard Joseph P.P.

WISH YOU HAPPY FEAST

Rev. Fr. S. Lourdusamy 11.02.2019

WE REMEMBER PRAYERFULLY

Rev. Fr. P. T. Joseph 07.02.2005
Rev. Fr. Michael 08.02.1974
Rev. Fr. Odorico Berti 13.02.2007
Rev. Fr. S. Savarimuthu 25.02.2016
Rev. Fr. Harou 26.02.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Arockiarayar 17.02.2018



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE XXVIII WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2020

11 February 2020

“Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28)

Dear brothers and sisters,

1. Jesus’ words, “Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Mt 11:28) point to the mysterious path of grace that is revealed to the simple and gives
new strength to those who are weary and tired. These words of Christ express the solidarity
of the Son of Man with all those who are hurt and afflicted. How many people suffer in both
body and soul! Jesus urges everyone to draw near to him — “Come to me!” — and he promises
them comfort and repose. “When Jesus says this, he has before him the people he meets every
day on the streets of Galilee: very many simple people, the poor, the sick, sinners, those who
are marginalized by the burden of the law and the oppressive social sysfEimse people
always followed him to hear his word, a word that gave hope! Jesus’ words always give
hope!” (Angelus 6 July 2014).

On this XXVI11 World Day of the Sick, Jesus repeats these words to the sick, the oppressed,
and the poor. For they realize that they depend entirely on God and, beneath the burden of
their trials, stand in need of his healing. Jesus does not make demands of those who endure
situations of frailty, suffering and weakness, but offers his mercy and his comforting
presence. He looks upon a wounded humanity with eyes that gaze into the heart of each
person. That gaze is not one of indifference; rather, it embraces people in their entirety,
each person in his or her health condition, discarding no one, but rather inviting everyone to
share in his life and to experience his tender love.

2. Why does Jesus have these feelings? Because he himself became frail, endured human
suffering and received comfort from his Father. Indeed, only those who personally
experience suffering are then able to comfort others. There are so many kinds of grave
suffering: incurable and chronic diseases, psychological diseases, situations calling for
rehabilitation or palliative care, numerous forms of disability, children’s or geriatric
diseases... At times human warmth is lacking in our approach to these. What is needed
is a personalized approach to the sick, not just of curing but also of caring, in view of an
integral human healing. In experiencing illness, individuals not only feel threatened in their
physical integrity, but also in the relational, intellectual, affective and spiritual dimensions of
their lives. For this reason, in addition to therapy and support, they expect care and attention.
In a word, love. At the side of every sick person, there is also a family, which itself suffers
and is in need of support and comfort.
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3. Dear brothers and sisters who are ill, your sickness makes you in a particular way one
of those “who labour and are burdened”, and thus attract the eyes and heart of Jesus.
In him, you will find light to brighten your darkest moments and hope to soothe your
distress. He urges you: “Come to me”. In him, you will find strength to face all the worries
and questions that assail you during this “dark night” of body and soul. Christ did not give us
prescriptions, but through his passion, death and resurrection he frees us from the grip of evil.

In your experience of illness, you certainly need a place to find rest. The Church desires
to become more and more the “inn” of the Good Samaritan who is Christ (cf. Lk 10:34),
that is, a home where you can encounter his grace, which finds expression in closeness,
acceptance and relief. In this home, you can meet people who, healed in their frailty by
God’s mercy, will help you bear your cross and enable your suffering to give you a new
perspective. You will be able to look beyond your illness to a greater horizon of new light
and fresh strength for your lives.

A key role in this effort to offer rest and renewal to our sick brothers and sisters is played by
healthcare workers: physicians, nurses, medical and administrative professionals, assistants
and volunteers. Thanks to their expertise, they can make patients feel the presence of Christ
who consoles and cares for the sick, and heals every hurt. Yet they too are men and women
with their own frailties and even illnesses. They show how true it is that “once Christ’s
comfort and rest is received, we are called in turn to become rest and comfort for our brothers
and sisters, with a docile and humble attitude in imitation of the Teacher” (Angelus 6 July
2014).

4. Dear healthcare professionals, let us always remember that diagnostic, preventive and
therapeutic treatments, research, care and rehabilitation are always in the service of the sick
person; indeed the noun “person” takes priority over the adjective “sick”. In your work, may
you always strive to promote the dignity and life of each person, and reject any compromise
in the direction of euthanasia, assisted suicide or suppression of life, even in the case of
terminal illness.

When confronted with the limitations and even failures of medical science before
increasingly problematic clinical cases and bleak diagnoses, you are called to be open to the
transcendent dimension of your profession that reveals its ultimate meaning. Let us remember
that life is sacred and belongs to God; hence it is inviolable and no one can claim the right to
dispose of it freely (cf. Donum Vitae5; Evangelium Vitag29-53). Life must be welcomed,
protected, respected and served from its beginning to its end: both human reason and faith in
God, the author of life, require this. In some cases, conscientious objection becomes a
necessary decision if you are to be consistent with your “yes” to life and to the human person.
Your professionalism, sustained by Christian charity, will be the best service you can offer
for the safeguarding of the truest human right, the right to life. When you can no longer
provide a cure, you will still be able to provide care and healing, through gestures and
procedures that give comfort and relief to the sick.

Tragically, in some contexts of war and violent conflict, healthcare professionals and the
facilities that receive and assist the sick are attacked. In some areas, too, political authorities
attempt to manipulate medical care for their own advantage, thus restricting the medical
profession’s legitimate autonomy. Yet attacking those who devote themselves to the service
of the suffering members of society does not serve the interests of anyone.

5. On this XXVI11 World Day of the Sick, I think of our many brothers and sisters throughout
the world who have no access to medical care because they live in poverty. For this reason, |
urge healthcare institutions and government leaders throughout the world not to neglect social
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justice out of a preoccupation for financial concerns. It is my hope that, by joining the
principles of solidarity and subsidiarity, efforts will be made to cooperate in ensuring that
everyone has access to suitable treatments for preserving and restoring their health. I offer
heartfelt thanks to all those volunteers who serve the sick, often compensating for structural
shortcomings, while reflecting the image of Christ, the Good Samaritan, by their acts of
tender love and closeness.

To the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all those who bear the burden of
illness, along with their families and all healthcare workers. With the assurance of a
remembrance in my prayers, | cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 3 January 2020 Franciscus

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2020
“We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable time to prepare to celebrate with
renewed hearts the great mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the cornerstone of
our personal and communal Christian life. We must continually return to this mystery in mind
and heart, for it will continue to grow within us in the measure that we are open to its spiritual
power and respond with freedom and generosity.

1. The paschal mystery as the basis of conversion

Christian joy flows from listening to, and accepting, the Good News of the death and
resurrection of Jesus. This kerygmasums up the mystery of a love “so real, so true, so
concrete, that it invites us to a relationship of openness and fruitful dialogue” (Christus Vivit
117). Whoever believes this message rejects the lie that our life is ours to do with as we will.
Rather, life is born of the love of God our Father, from his desire to grant us life in abundance
(cf. In 10:10). If we listen instead to the tempting voice of the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44), we
risk sinking into the abyss of absurdity, and experiencing hell here on earth, as all too many
tragic events in the personal and collective human experience sadly bear witness.

In this Lent of 2020, 1 would like to share with every Christian what | wrote to young
people in the Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit “Keep your eyes fixed on the outstretched
arms of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved over and over again. And when you go to
confess your sins, believe firmly in his mercy which frees you of your guilt. Contemplate his
blood poured out with such great love, and let yourself be cleansed by it. In this way, you can
be reborn ever anew” (No. 123). Jesus’ Pasch is not a past event; rather, through the power of
the Holy Spirit it is ever present, enabling us to see and touch with faith the flesh of Christ in
those who suffer.



2. The urgency of conversion

It is good to contemplate more deeply the paschal mystery through which God’s
mercy has been bestowed upon us. Indeed, the experience of mercy is only possible in a “face
to face” relationship with the crucified and risen Lord “who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Gal 2:20), in a heartfelt dialogue between friends. That is why prayer is so important in
Lent. Even more than a duty, prayer is an expression of our need to respond to God’s love
which always precedes and sustains us. Christians pray in the knowledge that, although
unworthy, we are still loved. Prayer can take any number of different forms, but what truly
matters in God’s eyes is that it penetrates deep within us and chips away at our hardness of
heart, in order to convert us ever more fully to God and to his will.

In this favourable season, then, may we allow ourselves to be led like Israel into the
desert (cf. Hos 2:14), so that we can at last hear our Spouse’s voice and allow it to resound
ever more deeply within us. The more fully we are engaged with his word, the more we will
experience the mercy he freely gives us. May we not let this time of grace pass in vain, in the
foolish illusion that we can control the times and means of our conversion to him.

3. God’s passionate will to dialogue with his children

The fact that the Lord once again offers us a favourable time for our conversion
should never be taken for granted. This new opportunity ought to awaken in us a sense of
gratitude and stir us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes tragic presence of evil in our lives,
and in the life of the Church and the world, this opportunity to change our course expresses
God’s unwavering will not to interrupt his dialogue of salvation with us. In the crucified
Jesus, who knew no sin, yet for our sake was made to be sin (cf. 2 Cor5:21), this saving will
led the Father to burden his Son with the weight of our sins, thus, in the expression of Pope
Benedict X VI, “turning God against himself” (Deus Caritas Estl2). For God also loves his
enemies (cf. Mt 5:43- 48).

The dialogue that God wishes to establish with each of us through the paschal mystery
of his Son has nothing to do with empty chatter, like that attributed to the ancient inhabitants
of Athens, who “spent their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new” (Acts
17:21). Such chatter, determined by an empty and superficial curiosity, characterizes
worldliness in every age; in our own day, it can also result in improper use of the media.

4. A richness to be shared, not kept for oneself

Putting the paschal mystery at the centre of our lives means feeling compassion
towards the wounds of the crucified Christ present in the many innocent victims of wars, in
attacks on life, from that of the unborn to that of the elderly, and various forms of violence.
They are likewise present in environmental disasters, the unequal distribution of the earth’s
goods, human trafficking in all its forms, and the unbridled thirst for profit, which is a form
of idolatry.

Today too, there is a need to appeal to men and women of good will to share, by
almsgiving, their goods with those most in need, as a means of personally participating in the
building of a better world. Charitable giving makes us more human, whereas hoarding risks
making us less human, imprisoned by our own selfishness. We can and must go even further,
and consider the structural aspects of our economic life. For this reason, in the midst of Lent
this year, from 26 to 28 March, | have convened a meeting in Assisi with young economists,
entrepreneurs and change-makers, with the aim of shaping a more just and inclusive
economy. As the Church’s magisterium has often repeated, political life represents an
eminent form of charity (cf. Pius XI, Address to the Italian Federation of Catholic University
Students 18 December 1927). The same holds true for economic life, which can be
approached in the same evangelical spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes.

| ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten celebration will open our hearts to hear
God’s call to be reconciled to himself, to fix our gaze on the paschal mystery, and to be



converted to an open and sincere dialogue with him. In this way, we will become what Christ
asks his disciples to be: the salt of the earth and the light of the world (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

Rome, 7™ October 2019. Franciscus

The next Clergy Monthly Recollection at the Bishop’s House, Salem, will be on
02.03.2020



