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Pope’s Prayer Intention for this month: That Young people, especially in Latin America. Follow 

the example of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to 

the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL  

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

2019 
 

Bishop S. Singaroyan 



BISHOP’S CALENDAR – JANUARY 2019 

 

DATE PROGRAMME  PLACE TIME  

01 Mass Shevapet 08.30 a.m. 

02 Henryôs Home for Aged Alagapuram 07.00 a.m. 

02 St. Mary Magdalene Home for 

Aged 

Mathiampatti 11.00 a.m. 

04 Class, Good Shepherd Seminary Coimbatore  

05 Golden Jubilee Mass, Sr. Lia Epiphany Center 11.30 a.m. 

06 Feast Mass, Epiphany  Epiphany Center 10.00 a.m.  

08-14 CCBI Meeting Mahabalipuram  

15 Feast Mass, Infant Jesus 

Cathedral 

Arisipalayam 08.00 a.m. 

15 Blessing of New Chapel at 

Vadugapalayam 

Solasiramanai 11.30 a.m. 

15 Confirmation, Kullaveeranpatti Masilapalayam 06.00 p.m. 

16 Sacerdotal Jubilee Mass, Fr. 

Rajappa, Kakkaveri 

Sollepuram 10.30 a.m. 

18 Feast Mass Katpadi 05.30 p.m. 

19 Feast Mass, Chinnappampatti Idappadi 05.30 p.m.  

20 Feast Mass Sadayampalayam 08.00 a.m. 

20 Feast Mass Andipatti 05.30 p.m. 

22-23 TNBC Half-Yearly Meeting, 

PILLAR 

Madurai  

25 Madha TV Office  Chennai  

26 Blessing of Renovated Church Thumbal 10.00 a.m. 

26 Parish Day, Syrian Church Thiruvagaundanur 07.30 p.m. 

28 Senate Meeting, St. Peterôs 

Pontifical Institute 

Bangalore  

30 Blessing of the Renovated Hall Suramangalam 05.30 p.m. 

31 Confirmation, Montfort Hr. Sec. 

School 

Yercaud 11.00 a.m. 



 

  

  

FROM  BISHOP’S DESK – JANUARY 2018 

 

1. I wish the Clergy, Religious and Lay People of Salem Diocese, a JOYOUS AND FRUITFUL 

NEW YEAR 2019. May the Lord grant us all to experience the Mercy of God intensely this year 

and express that Mercy to others in all our life.    

2. The Special Collection for African Missions (Pro Afris), taken on Christmas Day 2018 in all 

the parishes is to be remitted to the Diocesan Procurator early so that he may forward the 

collection to Rome.      

3. Day of Consecrated Life will be celebrated in Salem Diocese on 03.02.2019, Sunday, at 

Epiphany Centre, Salem. All the members of various Religious Institutes working in Salem 

Diocese are invited. The diocesan Clergy are welcome to the function to wish the Religious on 

their day.   

4. The Clergy Monthly Recollection for January 2019 will be held at the Vicariates. The Vicar 

Foranes are asked to call for the Vicariate Meeting and plan for the pastoral programmes of the 

whole year in the Parishes and in the Vicariates. 

5. The Clergy Monthly Recollection in February 2019 will be on 04.02.2019 at the Bishop’s 
House, Salem, with the usual schedule. 

6. The Clergy Monthly Recollection is obligatory and useful spiritual exercise for all the priests of 

the diocese. All the diocesan priests and the religious priests in charge of parishes in Salem diocese 

are obliged to attend the monthly recollection without fail on the First Monday morning, or other 

days indicated, from 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Fathers are most welcome to come to the Bishop’s 

House on previous evening and for the night stay. Anyone who is not able to attend Clergy 

Monthly Recollection for unavoidable reasons is expected to inform the Vicar General 

beforehand.  

7. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is fixed from 18th to 25th January 2019. It will be 

celebrated with the theme: Justice and only justice you shall pursue 
(Deuteronomy 16:18-20). The programme with the liturgical text for the prayer and other 

celebrations is sent to all. Please make use of them and organize several ecumenical programmes 

during these days. I give at the end of this Newsletter a text from Rome on this theme.  

8. The Finance Committee is obligatory for all Parishes and Diocesan Educational and other 

Insti tutions run by the Diocese. May I remind all the Parish Priests and Heads of Diocesan 

Institutions to allow, encourage and consult the Finance Committee in all the acts of the financial 

administration of the parish or Institution. All the accounts sent to the diocese from Parishes and 

Institutions should be co-signed by one member of the Finance Committee. 

9. THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE is celebrated on 1st January every year. It can be 

celebrated also on any convenient day near to it. May I request all parishes and Institutions to 

celebrate this day and to encourage our people to pray and to take efforts at all levels for Peace in 

the world. This is a good occasion for organizing Inter-religious meetings and common prayers 

for the world peace. This is a good occasion for fpwpj;jth; tho;Thpik ,af;fk; to come to the 

streets appealing for peace in the world through peace rally, human chain etc. Pope's Message for 

the 52nd World Day of Peace to be celebrated on 01.01.2019, on the theme of   “Good Politics 

at the Service of Peace: Political Responsibility Belongs to Every Citizen,ò is given at the end 

of this newsletter. This message of the Pope is a good tool to prepare our people for the 

forthcoming General Elections in India, on good Politics. Please read the text and bring the 

message of the Holy Father to the knowledge and benefit of our people.  



10. Month of January is to be celebrated in Tamilnadu as Anbiyam Month.  Using the material 

that will be sent to you by the Diocesan Commission for B.C.C., kindly arrange to celebrate 

md;gpa khjk ; in a meaningful way. This is a good occasion to start new Anbiams and to 

revitalize the existing ones. 

11. Marriage Preparation Course is obligatory to all Catholic Youth before their marriage. All 

pastors are to insist on it before writing the Banns for Marriage. An immediate Preparation 

before the Marriage is the duty of the parish Priests. The attending at Marriage Preparation 

Course does not dispense with this immediate preparation at the time of marriage. 

12. The list of Special Collections for 2019 for the Universal Church in Salem Diocese is given 

below. Kindly mark the dates of these Collections in your parish calendar.  

13. The process of obtaining Permit for Mass Wine is becoming more difficult. In this regard 

please make use of the Mass Wine sparingly. All permit holders , parishes and religious houses, 

are asked to keep a register of wine stock in every parish or Mass center, to be checked by the 

concerned officials of the Government at any time.  

14. The Stipend for High Mass is Rs. 100 only. Mass intentions should be the same all over the 

diocese and any higher amount than Rs. 100 should not be collected for Mass Intentions anywhere 

in our diocese, whether be it a shrine of pilgrimage center. 

15.  Masses will be given from the Procurator’s Office only to those who return the Exoneration 

slips of previously received Mass Intentions. Please attach the Mass Exoneration slip while 

applying for new Mass set.  

16.  The Holy Father invites us all to “work to spend time with the future”, that is to 

spend our time and efforts work with and work for our youth in our parishes and institutions. I give 

at the end of this Newsletter the   ADDRESS BY HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS AT THE 

OPENING OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH AND 

VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT. An attentive reading of the same will convince us all not to 

hesitate working with Youth but to engage in it enthusiastically. Let us also take note of the 

strong reprimand the Pope give on Clericalism, in the same text. 

17. Mr. Francis Xavier, 53 years of age, brother of Rev. Fr. Emmanuel, passed away to his 

eternal reward on 30.11.2018. His funeral was held on the same day at Naranampalayampudur 

in the presence of many priests, religious and lay people. We offer our prayers for his repose and 

for the strength of the family members of Fr. Emmanuel.  May he Rest In Peace! 

 

2019 - INTERNATIONAL YEAR O F  

INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES 
 

The United Nations General Assembly has declared 2019 the International Year of Indigenous 

Languages (IY2019) to raise awareness of the crucial role languages play in people’s daily 

lives. This is to promote the  important and continuing role of the United Nations in promoting and 

protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, recalling the inclusive preparatory process for the high -

level plenary meeting, including the comprehensive engagement of the representatives of 

indigenous peoples, and welcoming and reaffirming the commitments, measures and efforts 

undertaken by States, the United Nations system, indigenous peoples and other actors in its 

implementation, Encouraging the active engagement of indigenous peoples in the implementation 

of the outcome document of the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the 

World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, including at the regional and global levelsé Reaffirming 

the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which addresses their 

individual and collective rights, Stressing the importance of promoting and pursuing the objectives 

of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples also through international 



cooperation to support national and regional efforts to achieve the ends of the Declaration, including 

the right to maintain and strengthen the distinct political, legal, economic, social and cultural 

institutions of indigenous peoples and the right to participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, 

economic, social and cultural life of the State. This IY2019 aims at:  

o Recognizing the importance to indigenous peoples of revitalizing, using, developing and 

transmitting to future generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing 

systems and literature,: Recognizing the importance of access to justice in the promotion and 

protection of the rights of indigenous peoples and individuals and the need to examine and take 

steps to remove obstacles to justice, especially for indigenous women, indigenous youth and 

indigenous persons with disabilities. 

o Recognizing the value and the diversity of the cultures and the form of social organization of 

indigenous peoples and their holistic traditional knowledge of their lands, natural resources and 

environment, Recognizing also the importance of traditional sustainable agricultural practices, 

including traditional seed supply systems, as well as access to credit and other financial 

services, markets, secure land tenure, health care, social services, education, training, 

knowledge and appropriate and affordable technologies, including efficient irrigation, the reuse 

of treated wastewater and water harvesting and storage for indigenous peoples and others living 

in rural areas. 

o Recognizing the importance of facilitating indigenous peoples’ livelihoods, which may be 

achieved by, inter alia, the recognition of their traditions, adequate public policies and economic 

empowerment,  

o Recognizing that the economic empowerment, inclusion and development of indigenous 

peoples, including through the establishment of indigenous-owned businesses, can enable them 

to improve their social, cultural, civil and political engagement, achieve greater economic 

independence and build more sustainable and resilient communities, and noting the contribution 

of indigenous peoples to the broader economy.  

o Recognizing the extreme disadvantages that indigenous peoples have typically faced across 

a range of social and economic indicators and about the impediments to their full enjoyment of 

their rights, Stressing the need to pay particular attention to the rights and special needs of 

indigenous women, children, youth, older persons and persons with disabilities, as full human 

beings. 

 

 

SPECIAL COLLECITONS IN SALEM DIOCESE  FOR THE YEAR 2019 

 
A. Collections for the Holy See for the Universal Church 

 

1 
Holy Childhood 

Collection 

To help poor children all over 

the world 

On second Sunday of February 

10.02.2019 

2 Obolo Sancti Petri 
For the Maintenance of the 

Holy See (can. 1271) 

On 4th Sunday of Lent 

31.03.2019 

3 Holy Land Collection 
To Support the Christians in 

the Holy Land 
On Good Friday  19.04.2019 

4 
St. Peter the Apostle 

Society Collection 

To support the formation of 

seminarians and novices in 

Mission countries 

Solemnity of Christ the King 

24.11.2019 

5 
Peterôs Pence 

Collection 

To the Holy Father for his 

services to the universal 

Church 

On the Sunday after the 

Solemnity of  Sts. Peter and 

Paul 30.06.2019 



6 
Mission Sunday 

Collection 

For Evangelization & Mission 

work all over the world 

On the Third Sunday of 

October 20.10.2019 

7 Pro Afris Collection For Mission in Africa 
31st Ordinary Sunday 

03.11.2019 

 

B. Collections for the National & Region Church 

 

1 
Charity Sunday 

Collection 

To fight against Hunger and 

Disease 

Third Sunday of Lent 

24.03.2019 

2 
Vocation Sunday 

Collection 

For the promotion of 

Vocations in Tamilnadu 

On 4th Sunday of Easter 

Season 12.05.2019 

3 
Youth Sunday 

Collection 

To promote formation of 

Youth 

On 1st Sunday of August 

04.08.2019 

4 
Bible Sunday 

Collection 

To promote Biblical 

Apostolate and print bibles 
29.09.2019 

5 
Communication 

Sunday Collection 

To promote communication 

and media apostolate 

Designated Sunday in 

November 2019 

    

  NATIONAL AND INTERNA TIONAL DAYS IN JANUARY 2019 

 

06: World War Orphan Day  

09: NRI Day January  

10: World Laughter Day January  

12: National Youth Day (Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda)  

15: Army day  

25: National Voters day  

26: Indiaôs Republic Day; India Tourism Day; International Customs Day  

30: Martyrsô Day (Mahatma Gandhiôs Martyrdom Day) 

30: World Leprosy Eradication Day  

 

 

 

NEWS FROM DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS  

 

ANBIYA M COMMISSION  

 

On 25.11.2018 Fr. Secretary went to Koneripatti parish. He met the 

people and Anbiya leaders after the mass and encouraged them in 

conducting Anbiams regularly.  

 On 02.12.2018  Fr. Secretary and 

Catechist visited Sanniyasigundu parish. 

All the Anbiya leaders were present after the mass and they were given 

seminar on how to meet the challenges they come across.  

  

 

Anbiya Month : Posters and liturgical pamphlets have been sent to all the parishes by the 

commission to celebrate the Anbiya Month more meaningfully. Kindly make use of them and 

encourage the people to grow in the spirit of Anbiyam. 

 

BIBLE COMMISSION  

 



ñCONNECTIONò Bible game  was conducted by the bible 

commission in Koneripatti parish on 25.11.2018 after Holy Mass 

with the people at 9.00 a.m. Around 100 people were present for this 

game and appreciated for the new way of making people to read the 

Bible. Thanks a lot to the Fr. Innasimuthu and Asst. Parish Priest for 

the arrangements.  

Bible game called ñCONNECTIONò was conducted in 

Sanniyasigundu parish on 02.12.2018 after Holy Mass with the people 

at 8.30 a.m. Around 50 people participated in this game. Fr. David had 

arranged the event and prepared the people very well. 

Fr.Secretary was invited to conduct 

the Bible game ñCONNECTIONò at 

Palayam parish in Kumbakonam diocese 

on 09.12.2018. After Holy Mass Fr.Secretary conducted the game. 200 

people were present and benefitted out of it. 

 

 

LAITY COMMISSION  

 

TNBC commission for Laity had arranged two full days of training of 

the trainers (TOT)  on 08, 09.12.2018 in Trichy. 45 participants from 

all the dioceses of Tamilnadu took part in this event. Bro.Arulraj from 

Arisipalayam, Mr.Mohan Paul from Sankagiri, Mr.Sebastin from 

Johnsonpet took part and benefitted out of this event.  

 Annual General Body Meeting was held at Laity commission centre, Trichy on 15.12.2018. 

Fr. Secretary along with team members attended this meeting and submitted the half yearly report 

of the commission to the Director of this commission, Bp.Neethinathan.  

In view of starting a new parish council Fr. Secretary and his team visited Koneripatti parish 

on 16.12.2018. After the Holy Mass, election was conducted in all 

the 20 anbiyams peacefully. 20 x 4= 80 BCC leaders were elected 

by the people from all the anbiyams. Applauses to Fr. Innasimuthu 

and Asst.Parish priest who took much effort to form a new parish 

council. 

 

CHRISTIAN RIGHT MOVEMENT  

 

One day conference was held on 21.11.2018 at Nobili Hall, Madurai on the title: ñmuRfspd; 
nray;ghLk; ek; epiyg;ghLk; ò. 160 participants from 19 dioceses were present. 7 members from 

our diocese attended this conference. An attachment containing the detailed report of this day will 

be sent to all the parish priests by the commission. 

 

LITURGICAL MUSIC  COMMISSION  

 

 The choir members of Sanniyasigundu parish were gathered on 

02.12.2018. They were given instructions on how to lead the choir 

more meaningfully and help people participate more piously in 

Liturgy. Catechist Bro.Julius is taking much effort to coordinate the 

choir in the parishes. 

 

FAMILY COMMISSION  

 



Four Couples who came with problems among them were given counselling by Fr. Secretary and 

Dr. Amulraj in the Secretariat. All of them went happily back after the long session of counselling. 

5 disputed families were met at their house and steps had been taken to form peace in those 

families. Kindly ask the people to get prior appointment before they come over to the secretariat for 

Marriage and Family Councelling. 

 

There will be No Marriage Preparation Course in the month of February -2019 

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION  COURSE IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2 019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  

1. Participants must come with parish priestôs letter and register their name on time. 

 8.30 am - 9.00 Registrations 

 9.00 classes begin. 

 Late comers are not allowed to attend this course. 

2. Parents must attend the seminar on 13-01-2019, Sunday from 2.00 pm to 5.30 pm. 

         

Fr.S.Benjamin Sandhanaraj, Secretary.  

 

 
kupahapd;Nrid  
 
kupahapd; Nrid epu;thff; $l;lk;: 26-11-2018 Nrid apd; epu;thff; $l;lk;  Md;k ,af;Feu; 
mYtyfk; Nkup Ngy]py; eilngw;wJ. nfhkprpa mYtyu;fs; mi dtUk; 
fye;Jf;nfhz;ldu;. ,f;$l;lj;jpy; Vw;fdNt jpl;lkpl;lgb Nrid Mz;Ltpoh; elj;JtJ 
gw;wpAk; MNyhrid nra;J midj;J NtiyfSk; gpupj;Jf; nfhLf;fg;gl;L nray;gl 
Nfl;Lf;nfhs;sg;gl;ldu;.    
kupahapd; Nrid Mz;L tpoh : 02-12-18 QhapW md;W; Nryk;  kiwkhtl;l  kupahapd; 
Nridapd; 64 tJ Mz;L tpoh eilngw;wJ.  9..30 kzpastpy  Foe;ij ,N aR Nguhya 
tshfj;jpypUe;J Nrid cWg;gpdu;fs; xd;W Nru;e;J md;id kupahTld; gtdpahf  nrd;W  
%Nte;ju; muq;fpy;  rpwg;ghf Jtq;fpdu;. ,t;tpohtpw;F 35 gq;FfspypUe;J 450 Ngu; 
rpwpNahu; gpurPba cWg;gpdu; Kjy;  ngupNahu; tiu 450 Ngu; fye;Jf;nfhz;ldu;. Md;k 
,af;Feu; mUl;gzp. kupa N[hrg; uh[;> mUl;gzp. ikf;Nfy; uh[; nry;tk; jpUg;gyp 
epiwNtw;wpdu;. Kjd;ik FU. NguUl;gzp [hd; N[hrg; mbfshu; jiyikapy; Mz;L tpoh 
rpwg;G epfo;Tfs; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;ld. kupahapd; Nrid cWg;gp du;fs; nra;j khngUk; 
Nritfs; gw;wp mwpf;if rku;gp;f;g;gl;lJ.  nrdhj;J}]pypUe;J te;j rNfhjuu; Mu;. kNdhfu; 
mtu;fs; Nrid gw;wp rpwg;Giu toq;fpdhu;. kjpa cztpw;Fg;gpd; fiyepfo;r;rpfs; 
eilngw;W rpwe;j fpA+upah> rpwe;j gpurpbaq;fSf;F gupRfs; toq;fg;gl;ld. ,Wjp 
nrgj;Jld; khiy 4.30 kzpastpy; Md;k ,af;Feupd; MrPUld; Mz;L tpoh rpwg;ghf 
epiwTw;wJ. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

kiwf;fy;tp g; gzpf;FO  
 

     Place  : Marthal Illam, Epiphany Centre, Salem –9 

       Day  : 12th (Saturday) and 13th  (Sunday) of January 2019. 

      Time : From 08.30 a.m. to 05.30 p.m. 

 Reg Fee : 300-/-(Registration, Certificate and Lunch for two   days) 



kiwf;fy;tp Nju;T :  3- Mk; tFg;G Kjy;; 12 Mk; tFg;G gapYk; kiwf;fy;tp 
khztpaUf;fhd tha;nkhopj; Nju;T   elj;jg;gl;lJ.   ,af;Feu; mUl;gzp kupa N[ h]g; 
uh[;;> Ntjpau;fs; rtupehjd;> mUs;uh[; [_ypa]; rPru;>  kw;Wk; gzpf;FO cWg;gpdu; jpU 
gpuhd;rp]; rfhauh[; > jpU. MNuhf;fpa rhkp MfpNahu;  Nju;thsu;fshf nrd;W Nju;T 
elj;jpdu;.  khztpau; fs;  kpFe;j Mu;tj;Jld; gq;Nfw;wdu;.  
tha;nkhopj; Nju;T  elj;jg;gl;l gs;s pfs ; 
26-11-2018- md;W ghj;jpkh Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> XkY}u;.  
        
 
 
 
 
 Gdpj [hd; gpupl;Nlh nkl;upf; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> fhkyhGuk;.  
 
 
 
 
29-11-2018 md;W Gdpj Nkup ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> muprpg;ghisak;>  
 
 
 
 
03-12-2018 md;W Gdpj Nkup ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs; sp> Nkl;^u;. kw;Wk; 
 
 
 
 
           Gdpj Nkup nkl;upf; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> Nkl;^u;. 
 
04-12-2018 md;W n[auhzp ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp. nrt;tha; Ngl;il  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 vOj;Jj; Nju;T :  08-12-2018 md;W 10> 11> 12 Mk; tFg;G gapYk; kiwf;fy;tp 
khztpaUf;fhd  kiwkhtl;l rpwg;G  vOj;Jj; Nju;T elj;jg;gl;lJ. 1255 Ngu; rpwg;ghf Nju;T 
vOjpdu;.  

   
Ntjpau;fs; kw;Wk; Nfhtpy; gps;is fSf;fhd fpwp];Jk]; nfhz;lhl;lk; ;>   

14-12- 2018; md;W Ntjpau;fSf;fhd jpahdk;>  fUj;jku;T kw;Wk;   fpwp];k]; 
nfhz;lhl;lKk;  Gdpj rNtupahu; Myak;> muprpghis aj;jpy; eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 
kiwkhtl;l gq;fpy; cs;s gapw;rp ngw;w Ntjpau;fs; kw;Wk; Nfhtpy; gps;isfs; vd 57 
Ngu; fye;Jf;nfhz;ldu;.  ,sq;FUkl cjtp mjpgu; rju;d; ];lhu;  rpwg;ghd jpahd ciu 
toq;fpdhu;.  ,af;Feu; mUl;gzp kupa N[hrg; uh[; kw;Wk; ,sq;FUkl mjpgu; mUl; gzp. 
ikf;Nfy; uh[; nry;tk; jpUg;gyp epiwNtw;wpdu;. Mau; mtu;fspd; jiyikapy; fpwp];k]; 
nfhz;lhl;lk; eilngw;wJ. Mau; mtu;fs; fpwp];k]; nra;jpAld; midtUf;Fk; 
md;gspg;Gfs; toq;fp rpwg;ghf gzpGupa MrPu; mspj;jhu;.   

 
  



 
 
 

   
 
 
fy;tpg; gzpf;FO  

 
gs;sp re;jpg;G: Nkyhsu; mUl;gzp kupa N[hrg; uh[; ehuzk; ghisak; n[auhf;fpdp 
Jtf;fg; gs;spiaAk;> jpUr;nrq;NfhL Gdpj me;Njhdpahu; Jtf;fg; gs;spiaAk;> 
Ngl;ilghisak; Gdpj nrrpyp eLepiyg;gs;spiaAk;  ghu;itapl;L rpwg;Gld; gzpahw;w  
MNyhridfs; toq;fpdhu;.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
16-12-2018 QhapW md;W kiwkhtl;l Mu;.rp.eLepiyg;gs;sp kw;Wk; Jtf;fg; 

gs;spfspd; jiyikahrpupau; $l;lKk; mtu;fspd; fpwp];k]; nfhz;lhl;lKk; Nkyhsu; 
jiyikapy; %Nte;ju; muq;fk;> khu;j;jhs; ,y;yj;jpy; eilngw;wJ. fy;tpg; gzp nra;jpfs; 
gfpu;tpw;Fg; gpd; te;jpUe;j midtUk; jq;fsJ fp wp];k]; kfpo;tpd; gupRfis  gfpu;e;Jf; 
nfhz;ldu;.   
 

    
                                 mUl;gzp . kupa N[hrg; uh[;  nrayh;.  

 

YOUTH & YCS / YSM COMMISSION  

Recharge By & For Christ: As it was planned in the Salem Vicariate meeting, One day Youth 

programme was conducted on Sunday, 04 November 2018 at Epiphany Centre, the Salem Youth by 

the Youth Commission. Nearly 8 parishes for the Vicariate participated. Rev. Fr. Felix SDB from 

Youth Director, Viyasarpadi motivated the youth. Group dynamics, Question & Answer sessions 

were held. Youth also exhibited their talents in the form of dance, drama and singing. Minor 

seminarians also actively participated and staged a drama. Most. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan, Bishop of 

Salem concluded the day by offering a Holy Mass. Sincere thanks to our Bishop, the animator, all 

the vicariate Fathers, more specially the youth of Salem Vicariate for their active participation. 

Special thanks to Rev. Fr. Arulappan, V. F., for all the support. Thanks to the diocesan executive 

committee for organizing the event.   

     

Pallipalayam Youth Visit: On Sunday, 18 November 2018, the Diocesan Youth Animators visited 

and had a meeting with the Pallipalayam Parish Youth. The yearly church activities of the youth in 

the parish was reported. The vibrant Youth take up both Church and Social activities. Thanks to 

Rev. Fr. Aanand Raj, parish priest and the Youth for the invitation and for all the arrangements for 

the success of the visit.  



 

High Way Christmas Valapady To Attur: To commemorate the Season of Christmas, On 

Sunday, 16 December 2018, Valapady parishioners and the Salem Diocesan Youth Commission 

organized ñHigh way Christmasò. One hundred parishioners jointly made a Christmas rally from 

Valapady to Attur. The bike riders shared the Message of Joy and Peace to the people from 

Valapady to Attur. Nearly 3000 people witnessed the rally and greeted such initiative. Sincere 

thanks to Rev. Dr. Vimal Dass, parish priest of Valapady, Youth and the parishioners for the hard 

work and creative way of presenting the Gospel message to the general public.  

       

Regional Youth Meeting  

The Annual Regional Youth Directors meet was organized on Friday, 07 December 2018 at Kottar 

Bishopôs House. Regional Youth Director Rev. Fr. Martin expressed words of welcome. Annual 

report from each diocese was read out and plans were made for the upcoming year. Rev. Fr. 

Pakiyanathan, former Regional Youth Director from Sivagangai Diocese addressed the gathering. 

Rev. Dr. Nasarene Soosai, Chairman Bishop of Youth Commission moderated the day. Sincere 

thanks to all the diocesan Youth commission Directors, especially Rev. Fr. Edison, Youth Director, 

Kottar who made all arrangements for the success of the programme.  

 



 

COMMUNICATION COMMISSION  

 

Mass shoot for Madha TV  
1. On Monday, 10 December 2018 at Epiphany Pastoral Centre, Holy Mass shoot for 

Madha TV program was organized. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Henry Kishore, Assistant Parish 

Priest, Shevapet for the support.  

2. On Sunday, 16 November 2018 at Epiphany Pastoral Centre, Holy Mass shoot was 

organized for Madha TV. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Kirubakaran, Parish Priest, 

Siluvagiri for the cooperation.  

Illathil Iraiyatchi for Madha TV  

1. On Wednesday, 19 December 2018, Illathil Iraiyatchi programme shoot was organised. 

Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Solomon Raj, Parrish Priest, Alagapuram, for being the 

moderator. We thank the Families who actively participated and the Technical team for their 

support.  

 

EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION  

 

Marivalam @ Epiphany Centre : On Saturday, 08 December 2018, Marivalam started from Infant 

Jesus Cathedral premises. Rev. Fr. Amal Mahimai Raj, parish priest, Karumandurai conducted the 

evening services. Nearly five hundred people participated and professed their faith. Thanks to Msgr. 

John Joseph, the Parish Priest and Rev. Fr. Vincent the Asst. Parish Priest, Infant Jesus Cathedral 

for their support. Sincere thanks to all the Senior Citizens and volunteers for their prayerful 

services. 

 
Christmas Special Programme  

For this Christmas season special Evangelization programme has been staged in the following 

places:  



¶ On 08.12.2018 Saturday ï Christmas Special Programme was staged for the Catechism 

children in Yercaud Parish. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Francis, Parish Priest and the Parishioners for 

all the support.   

¶ On 09.12.2018 Sunday ï Christamas Special Programme was staged in Namakkal Parish. 

Thanks to Rev. Fr. John Alphonse, parish priest and the parishioners for all the support.  

¶ On 14.12.2018 Saturday ï Christmas Special Programme was staged in Thalaivasal Parish. 

Thanks to Rev. Fr. Edward Thadeus, parish priest and the parishioners.  

¶ On 22.12.2018 Saturday ï Christmas Special Programme was staged in Sanniyasigundu 

Parish. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Arokia David, parish priest and the parishioners.  

¶ On 23.12.2018 Saturday ï Christmas Special Programme was staged in Madhapuram, 

Pallipalayam, and Parish. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Aanand Raj, parish priest and the parishioners. 

            
¶ On Saturday, 07 December 2018, the Audio unit of Epiphany assisted the Christmas 

function held at St. Maryôs English Medium School, Salem. Thanks to Rev. Sr. Leo, 

Principal, Staff & Students.  

¶ On Thursday, 21 December 2018, the Audio unit of Epiphany assisted the Golden Jubilee 

Celebrations of Salem Social Service Society. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Rajamanikam, Director 

and Staff.   

Christmas at Attur Vicariate level : On Sunday, 16 December 2018, Attur Vicariate and 

Epiphany Pastoral Centre joined together and hosted a Mega Christmas Extravaganza at Attur 

Church premises. All the parishes in Attur Vicariate actively participated and preformed. Nearly 

800 people witnessed the event. Rev. Dr. Xavier Vedam was the chief guest of the day. Rev. Dr. 

Vimal Dass delivered the Christmas message. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Gregory Rajan, V. F., 

and all the Vicariate Fathers for the meticulous planning and execution. 

 

       
 

SIGNIS Annual Meet: The Annual SIGNIS meeting was held at Kalari, Kottar Diocese, on 

Wednesday, Thursday, 05 & 06 December 2018. On the first day the prominent people in the local 

diocese who have contributed in communication field were honored. Best of the short films were 

awarded. On the second day, new proposals were made to produce audio CD regarding social 

awareness and productions and presentations from communication Centres all over the Region 

could be screened and evaluated during the General Assembly. Thanks to the organizers, Kalari 

team and the SIGNIS members.  

 
 

CATHOLIC SEN IOR CITIZEN MOVEMENT  



The Catholic Senior Citizens of our diocese had their Annual Gathering at Epiphany Pastoral 

Centre, on Wednesday, 12 December 2018. Annual gathering began with a holy mass at 10.30 am 

after which yearly plan was discussed with the members. Around 1.00 pm the gathering came to an 

end with an agape.  

They also actively participated and contributed for the success of Marivalam held on Saturday, 08 

December 2018. Sincere thanks to the member for their active participation and contribution.  

 

 
 

 

The Salem Diocesan Clergy Christmas was celebrated on Wednesday, 05 December 2018, at 

11.00 am at the Bishop's House Chapel Premises. Christmas Carols by the Minor Seminarians, 

Charming Dance by the Cluny Vidya Niketan School and Debate by Priests were the highlights of 

the day. As part of the celebration Msgr. John Joseph, Vicar General distributed the Christmas gifts. 

Rev. Fr. Arulappan, V. F., delivered the Christmas message. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Jacob, 

Procurator, for all his arrangements. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Michael Raj Selvam, Rector, Rev. Fr. 

Southern Star, Vice Rector and the minor seminarians and the Epiphany Pastor Centre Team for 

their services. 

Fr. Stephen Soruphan, Epiphany Center 

 

SERRA CLUB 

 

On 16th December 2018 Serra Club members celebrated Christmas with St. Xavierôs Minor 

Seminarians. Rev. Fr. Michaelraj Selvam, the Rector of the seminary presided over the function. 

Christmas Gifts were distributed to all the minor Seminarians.  

 

Fr. Solomonraj, Spiritual Director 

 
 

 

 

SALEM SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY  

 

Kolping India:  On 27th October 2017, we had celebrated The Kolping Day at SSSS Premises. 

Most Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan D.D, the Bishop of Salem and the 

President of Salem Social Service Society presided over the  

programme. On mark of this day, we conducted ñPlastic Awareness 

Rallyò with the Theme óOur Responsibility to Our Mother 

Earth’. Pamphlets on Plastic Consequences 

distributed to public and Slogans on Plastic 

awareness were delivered. The rally was flag off and by Rev. Fr. 

Rajamanickam, the Director of Salem Social Service Society.  After the rally 



we had Holy mass celebrated by our Bishop.  Followed by the mass our Bishop delivered a 

motivational speech to the Kolping members and distributed the Individual Income generation loan 

to Kolping Members. Free tree saplings were distributed to all participants on the mark of Kolping 

Day. 105 Kolping group members participated in this programme. Lunch was provided to all the 

members. 

 

SSSS GOLDEN JUBILEE: On 20th December 2018, The Golden 

Jubilee celebration  started at 10.a.m in SSSS Premises. The Renovated 

SSSS Building was blessed and the Photo Gallery was opened and 

inaugurated by Most. Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan D.D. the Bishop of 

Salem and the president of Salem Social Service Society. 

At 10.30 a.m the Holy Eucharistic celebration was presided over by our 

Bishop. The Directors of Social Services from other dioceses in 

Tamilnadu and Former Directors of SSSS and priests from Salem and Dharmapuri Dioceses 

concelebrated the holy mass. Followed by the holy mass we had the   Golden Jubilee celebration. 

Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickam Director of SSSS welcomed the chief guest and priests and religious and 

SHGs members. The Holy Angelôs School students performed the welcome Dance. Rev. Fr. M. 

Rajamanickam Director of SSSS honored the Chief guest with the 

shawl and memento. After the felicitations “Milestones of SSSS” the 

short film was screened for the audience. Then our former director 

Rev. Fr. Gurusady Sagayaraj and Rev. Fr. Arockiasamy addressed the 

audience. Cultural dance of “Kolattam” was performed by 

Koneripatti SHG members. Rev. Fr. Antony Raj the National Director 

of Kolping India, Rev. Fr. Albert Thambi Durai Director of 

Tamilnadu Social Service Society and Mr. John Arockia Raj State officer of Caritas India addressed 

the gathering. 

Loan distribution to Kolping members for IGP activities and 

Housing grants were given to poor families of Solasiramani Parish by 

TASOSS.  Through Minority welfare Department we gave 2 tailoring 

machine and 2 Iron boxes to Agraharam and R.C. Reddiyur members. 

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan released the 50th year souvenir and Golden 

Jubilee Commemoration stamp of SSSS and delivered a motivational 

speech to audience and honored the staffs. Finally Miss. Gayathri staff of SSSS thanked all the 

participants. We appreciate and thank all the donors of souvenir, all the staffs of SSSS and all the 

participants. 

Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickam, Director, Salem Social Service Society. 

 

PRISON MINIST RY INDIA - SALEM UNIT  

 

General Body Meeting:-  The PMI general body  meeting of the Salem was held on 24th Nov .at  

Salem Social Service Society at 5 .00 p.m. 53 members  came together for an evaluation of the 

activities of Prison Ministry.  A short prayer was  said  by Mrs. Shamala. Rev. Fr.Rajamanikam the 

director SSSS. welcomed the gathering. Rt. Rev. Dr. Singaroyan Bishop of Salem directed the 

meeting.  At first one of the released prisoners shared about his experience inside the prison and 

now outside the prison. All were touched by his sharing.  Thiru. Selvakumar the owner of 

Selvamaligai, donated  two tailoring machines for the released prisoners families. Thiru Sagayaraj 

from LFHS. gave some new dresses for the prisoners.   Sr. Joyce the coordinator submitted the 

Annual report using the power point. The statement of account of the year was presented by Thiru. 

Arockiyasamy Treasurer. Bishop evaluated the whole yearôs activities and asked for few 

clarifications. And the persons  concerned explained how things were carried out.  We discussed 

about this year Christmas celebration in various prisons. At the end Bishop appreciated all the 



volunteers for their services.  At the end Sr.Lissy thanked each and every one. And the meeting 

ended at 6.30 pm. with the tea. 

 

Christmas celebrations. On 15th the of Dec.2018. Christmas celebrations took place in  Attur, 

Namakkal, Paramathi Vellor, Omalur,  Rasipuram and in Tiruchegodu sub jails . 

Attur - Rev. Fr. Kiruba, The SMMI sisters along with their students enacted a beautiful Christmas 

play and performed dance and gave snacks to all. SP. Offered ponnadai to Sr.Amali who celebrated 

her Golden Jubliee as a religious sister and appreciated her service to the prisoners. 

Rasipuram: Rev. Fr. Santhanam.SDB. the director of AnbuIllam Mullvadi gate  along with his 

staff conducted various games  and distributed T.Shirts and snacks to all the inmates. 

Namakkal:  Holy Cross sisters along with their Students entertained them with a very meaningful 

cultural programme, and distributed snacks. 

Omalur:  Rev. Fr. Alagu Selvam,Fr. Sebasitian, Fr. Edward Rjan,  the FIHM Sisters from Omalur 

and Settipatti along with their Students performed  cultural programme and distributed towels and 

snack to all. 

Parmathi Velur : Rev. Fr. Peter John Paul, Holy Cross sisters along with their Students entertained 

them with a wonderful cultural programme, and distributed snacks. 

Tiruchengodu: Rev. Fr. Subash from Patlour and FSM Sisters along with their students performed 

cultural programme and gave snacks to all. 

Our Sincere thanks and appreciation to all the Fathers and Rev. Sisters the Staff, and the students 

for your  generous cooperation and coordination   to the least, lost and last brethren who are behind 

the bars.                             

                                                                          Sr. Joyce. SJC. Coordinator. Salem. 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM VICARIATES  

METTUR VICARIATE  

  

SALEMCAMP :   Blood donation camp. A Blood donation camp 

was organized in Salemcamp  parish during the season of Advent 

along with Cluny sisters of Gangavelli, Attur. Rev.Sr. Dr. Martina sjc, 

Sr. Maria sjc and Dr. Mohan the team of nurses from Arocia Matha 

hospital. All our parishioners and others people from Salemcamp  

participated very enthusiastically in the camp. More than 40 members 

donated their blood.   At the end we thank the Donors.  

                                                                                                              Fr. Ignatius Fidelis P.P. 

 

SALEM VICARIATE  

 

Arisipalayam: Advent Preparation: As a fitting preparation for the forthcoming Christmas, in all 

the four Sundays of the Holy Season of Advent, special preachers were invited and they 

delivered an interesting and inspiring homilies in all the five masses of a Sunday  on themes: 

The way Mary prepared for Christmas, the way St. Joseph prepared for the Nativity in Bethlehem, 

the way the shepherds and the three kings prepared for the birth of the Messiah and how we have to 

prepare  for Christmas- 2018. It was indeed very useful and fruitful for the parishioners as they 

advanced their day to day march towards the celebration of Christmas. 

Advent Adoration: In order to prepare the parishioners for Christmas, every day after the evening 

mass, a special adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was conducted. In order to facilitate the 

parishioners in this special Advent adoration a special booklet was prepared and handed over to 

each family in the parish so that they might be in the mood and the spirit of adoration and 



preparation all through the day. The entire parishioners felt that this Advent adoration was 

stimulating them in their march towards the feast of Nativity. 

 

First time in Salem: Christmas Carnival: The ever attractive Santa Claus was traveling in a 

decorated chariot along with his joyous group, visiting all the families in the parish and handing 

over the wonderful Christmas gifts to every family head. It was done for the first time in Salem 

City.  Though it was a costly programme, we dared to perform it trusting the generosity of the 

people of good will. The generous donors came forward to support it knowing the importance of it. 

A millions of thanks to all the generous donors. It was organized by the members of St. Vincent de 

Paul Society of Cathedral parish. Due to their tireless effort, the big task of involving many people 

in this rare programme reached the height of success. Special Congrats to the members, the donors 

and the well-wishers. This Christmas Carnival shared the joyous Christmas message to all its 

viewers. 

 

Rice for Christmas to the beloved of Babe Jesus: To share the joy of Christmas and to be 

convinced of the fact that every human being is an ñAnother Christò, the parish of Cathedral 

launched into the humanitarian act of supplying rice to 200 families (the poorest of the poor) in this 

parish so that they too may equally enjoy this joyful season. The members of St. Vincent De Paul 

Society supplied new cloths to 50 people. ñA hearty Thank Youò flies from us to all the 

philanthropists who helped our plan in to execution. 

                                                             

 Fr. A. Vincent, Asst. PP, Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

ATTUR VICARIATE  

 

Attur Vicariate Christmas.  This year the Fathers of Attur Vicariate planned to have Christmas 

Celebration at the vicariate level at Attur Vicariate. From each parishes of Attur Vicariate the 

parishioners were invited. The conveyances were arranged from Loyola College, St.Micheal's 

Schools and St.Assisi Institute. The Christmas ride on highways from Vazhappadi to Attur made a 

great impact among the public regarding Christmas. Rev.Fr.Xavier Vedham Sj, presided over the 

Celebration and Rev.Fr.Vimal delivered a dazzling Christmas message. All the participants were 

wearing the caps of the Santaclaus and it made the celebration highly coloured. More than 1000 

people including other denominations and the other religions participated. Cultural 

programs displayed on Christmas by the children from the parishes of Attur Vicariate and from 

Epiphany Center attracted the attention of the people about the Nativity of our Lord. All participants 

were served a delicious dinner. Thanks to the Fathers of Attur Vicariate and Religious.  

 
  



 
 

 

CRI meeting at Attur zone was held at St.Joseph's Convent Attur on 16th Dec 2018. Rev. Sisters 

from the Convents of Attur Vicariate participated. Rev.Vicar Forane delivered the Christmas 

message and wished them. A dance highlighting the Christmas was arranged by St.Joseph primary 

School. A meaningful celebration and adopting a poor parish in Attur Vicariate were the decision 

arrived in the meeting. Thanks to the CRI. 

 Rev.Sr.Gnanam, CRI Secretary, Attur Zone 

 
 

The Feast of Immaculate Conception of Mother Mary was celebrated at Attur. The devotees of 

Mother Mary along with the Legion of Mary arranged one hour of Adoration from 12 pm to 1 pm. 

Many people participated and prayed the full Rosary and they recited meditatively the psalm 51. It 

was an opportunity to the devotees to pray and to receive the special grace.  

 

  Fr. Gregory Rajan, P.P. 

. 

 

WISH YOU HAPPY FEAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERFUL  HOMAGE TO:   

 

Rev. Fr. Mathew Pulickal 02.01.1977 

Rev. Fr. S. Arockiasamy 08.01.2017 

Rev. Fr. Benjamine Deltour 11.01.1945 

Rev. Fr. Alphonse Collin 17.01.1942 

Rev. Fr. Playoutst 18.01.1933 

Rev. Fr. Paul Thazhathat 23.01.1997 

Rev. Fr. L. Depigny 28.01.1966 

 

The next Clergy Monthly Meeting at the Bishop’s house, Salem, will be on 04.2.2019 Monday. 

Rev. Fr. Gnanaraj 03.01 

Rev. Fr. T. John Kennedy 20.01 

Rev. Fr. S. Sebastian 20.01 

Rev, Fr. A. John Bosco Paul 31.01 



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE   

52nd WORLD DAY OF PEACE , 1 JANUARY 2019 

ñGood politics is at the service of peaceò 

 1. ñPeace be to this house!ò 

In sending his disciples forth on mission, Jesus told them: ñWhatever house you enter, first say, 

óPeace be to this house!ô And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it 

shall return to youò (Lk 10:5-6). 

Bringing peace is central to the mission of Christ’s disciples. That peace is offered to all those 

men and women who long for peace amid the tragedies and violence that mark human 

history.[1]The ñhouseò of which Jesus speaks is every family, community, country and continent, in 

all their diversity and history. It is first and foremost each individual person, without distinction or 

discrimination. But it is also our ñcommon homeò: the world in which God has placed us and which 

we are called to care for and cultivate. So let this be my greeting at the beginning of the New Year: 

ñPeace be to this house!ò 

2. The challenge of good politics 

Peace is like the hope which the poet Charles Péguy celebrated.[2] It i s like a delicate flower 

struggling to blossom on the stony ground of violence. We know that the thirst for power at any 

price leads to abuses and injustice. Politics is an essential means of building human community 

and institutions, but when political life is not seen as a form of service to society as a whole, it can 

become a means of oppression, marginalization and even destruction. 

Jesus tells us that, ñif anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of allò (Mk 9:35). In 

the words of Pope Paul VI, ñto take politics seriously at its different levels ï local, regional, national 

and worldwide ï is to affirm the duty of each individual to acknowledge the reality and value of the 

freedom offered him to work at one and the same time for the good of the city, the nation and all 

mankindò.[3] 

Political office and political responsibility thus constantly challenge those called to the service of 

their country to make every effort to protect those who live there and to create the conditions for a 

worthy and just future. If exercised with basic respect for the life, freedom and dignity of persons, 

political life can indeed become an outstanding form of charity. 

3. Charity and human virtues: the basis of politics at the service of human rights and peace 

Pope Benedict XVI noted that ñevery Christian is called to practice charity in a manner 

corresponding to his vocation and according to the degree of influence he wields in the pólisé 

When animated by charity, commitment to the common good has greater worth than a merely 

secular and political stand would haveé Manôs earthly activity, when inspired and sustained by 

charity, contributes to the building of the universal city of God, which is the goal of the history of 

the human familyò.[4] This is a programme on which all politicians, whatever their culture or 

religion, can agree, if they wish to work together for the good of the human family and to practice 
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those human virtues that sustain all sound political activity: justice, equality, mutual respect, 

sincerity, honesty, fidelity. 

In this regard, it may be helpful to recall the ñBeatitudes of the Politicianò, proposed by 

Vietnamese Cardinal François-Xavier Nguy֑n V«n ThuԀn, a faithful witness to the Gospel who 

died in 2002: 

Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep understanding of his role. 

Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifies credibility.  

Blessed be the politician who works for the common good and not his or her own interest. 

Blessed be the politician who remains consistent. 

Blessed be the politician who works for unity. 

Blessed be the politician who works to accomplish radical change. 

Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening. 

Blessed be the politician who is without fear.[5] 

Every election and re-election, and every stage of public life, is an opportunity to return to the 

original points of reference that inspire justice and law. One thing is certain: good politics is at the 

service of peace. It respects and promotes fundamental human rights, which are at the same time 

mutual obligations, enabling a bond of trust and gratitude to be forged between present and future 

generations. 

4. Political vices 

Sadly, together with its virtues, politics also has its share of vices, whether due to personal 

incompetence or to flaws in the system and its institutions. Clearly, these vices detract from the 

credibility of political life overall, as well as the authority, decisions and actions of those 

engaged in it. These vices, which undermine the ideal of an authentic democracy, bring disgrace to 

public life and threaten social harmony. We think of corruption in its varied form s: the 

misappropriation of public resources, the exploitation of individuals, the denial of rights, the 

flouting of community rules, dishonest gain, the justification of power by force or the arbitrary 

appeal to raison dô®tat and the refusal to relinquish power. To which we can add xenophobia, 

racism, lack of concern for the natural environment, the plundering of natural resources for the sake 

of quick profit and contempt for those forced into exile. 

5. Good politics promotes the participation of the young and trust in others 

When the exercise of political power aims only at protecting the interests of a few privileged 

individuals, the future is compromised and young people can be tempted to lose confidence, since 

they are relegated to the margins of society without the possibility of helping to build the future. But 

when politics concretely fosters the talents of young people and their aspirations, peace grows in 

their outlook and on their faces. It becomes a confident assurance that says, ñI trust you and with 

you I believeò that we can all work together for the common good. Politics is at the service of peace 

if it finds expression in the recognition of the gifts and abilities of each individual. ñWhat could be 

more beautiful than an outstretched hand? It was meant by God to offer and to receive. God did not 

want it to kill (cf. Gen 4:1ff) or to inflict suffering, but to offer care and help in life. Together with 

our heart and our intelligence, our hands too can become a means of dialogueò.[6] 

Everyone can contribute his or her stone to help build the common home. Authentic political life, 

grounded in law and in frank and fair relations between individuals, experiences renewal whenever 

we are convinced that every woman, man and generation brings the promise of new relational, 
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intellectual, cultural and spiritual energies. That kind of trust is never easy to achieve, because 

human relations are complex, especially in our own times, marked by a climate of mistrust rooted in 

the fear of others or of strangers, or anxiety about oneôs personal security. Sadly, it is also seen at 

the political level, in attitudes of rejection or forms of nationalism that call into question the 

fraternity of which our globalized world has such great need. Today more than ever, our societies 

need ñartisans of peaceò who can be messengers and authentic witnesses of God the Father, who 

wills the good and the happiness of the human family. 

6. No to war and to the strategy of fear 

A hundred years after the end of the First World War, as we remember the young people killed in 

those battles and the civilian populations torn apart, we are more conscious than ever of the terrible 

lesson taught by fratricidal wars: peace can never be reduced solely to a balance between power 

and fear. To threaten others is to lower them to the status of objects and to deny their dignity. 

This is why we state once more that an escalation of intimidation, and the uncontrolled proliferation 

of arms, is contrary to morality and the search for true peace. Terror exerted over those who are 

most vulnerable contributes to the exile of entire populations who seek a place of peace. Political 

addresses that tend to blame every evil on migrants and to deprive the poor of hope are 

unacceptable. Rather, there is a need to reaffirm that peace is based on respect for each person, 

whatever his or her background, on respect for the law and the common good, on respect for the 

environment entrusted to our care and for the richness of the moral tradition inherited from past 

generations. 

Our thoughts turn in a particular way to all those children currently living in areas of conflict, and to 

all those who work to protect their lives and defend their rights. One out of every six children in our 

world is affected by the violence of war or its effects, even when they are not enrolled as child 

soldiers or held hostage by armed groups. The witness given by those who work to defend them and 

their dignity is most precious for the future of humanity. 

7. A great project of peace 

In these days, we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, adopted in the wake of the Second World War. In this context, let us also remember the 

observation of Pope John XXIII: “Man’s awareness of his rights must inevitably lead him to the 

recognition of his duties. The possession of rights involves the duty of implementing those rights, 

for they are the expression of a manôs personal dignity. And the possession of rights also involves 

their recognition and respect by othersò.[7] 

Peace, in effect, is the fruit of a great political project grounded in the mutual responsibility 

and interdependence of human beings. But it is also a challenge that demands to be taken up ever 

anew. It entails a conversion of heart and soul; it is both interior and communal; and it has three 

inseparable aspects: 

- peace with oneself, rejecting inflexibility, anger and impatience; in the words of Saint Francis de 

Sales, showing ña bit of sweetness towards oneselfò in order to offer ña bit of sweetness to othersò; 

- peace with others: family members, friends, strangers, the poor and the suffering, being 

unafraid to encounter them and listen to what they have to say; 

- peace with all creation, rediscovering the grandeur of Godôs gift and our individual and shared 

responsibility as inhabitants of this world, citizens and builders of the future. 
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The politics of peace, conscious of and deeply concerned for every situation of human 

vulnerability, can always draw inspiration from the Magnificat, the hymn that Mary, the 

Mother of Christ the Saviour and Queen of Peace, sang in the name of all mankind: ñHe has mercy 

on those who fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered 

the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the 

lowly; éfor he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to 

Abraham and his children foreverò (Lk 1:50-55). 

From the Vatican, 8 December 2018.              FRANCIS 

 

[1] Cf. Lk 2:14: ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is 

pleasedò. 

[2] Cf. Le Porche du mystère de la deuxième vertu, Paris, 1986. 

[3] Apostolic Letter Octogesima Adveniens (14 May 1971), 46. 

[4] Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 7. 

[5] Cf. Address at the ñCivitasò Exhibition-Convention in Padua: ñ30 Giorniò, no. 5, 2002. 

[6] BENEDICT XVI, Address to the Authorities of Benin, Cotonou, 19 November 2011. 

[7] Encyclical Letter Pacem in Terris (11 April 1963), ed. Carlen, 24. 

  

 

OPENING OF THE XV ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF   

THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 

ADDRESS BY HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

AT THE OPENING OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON 

 YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH AND VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

Dear Beatitudes, Eminences, Excellencies, Dear Brothers and Sisters, and beloved Young 

People! 

Entering this hall to talk about young people, we already feel the strength of their presence that 

emanates a positivity and enthusiasm capable of filling and gladdening not only this hall, but the 

whole Church and the whole worldé. 

I would also like to sincerely thank the young people connected to us now, and all the youth who in 

so many ways have made their voices heard. I thank them for having wagered that it is worth the 

effort to feel part of the Church or to enter into dialogue with her; worth the effort to have the 

Church as a mother, as a teacher, as a home, as a family, and, despite human weaknesses and 

difficulties, capable of radiating and conveying Christôs timeless message; worth the effort to hold 

onto the boat of the Church which, despite the worldôs cruel storms, continues to offer shelter and 

hospitality to everyone; worth the effort to listen to one another; worth the effort to swim against the 

tide and be bound by lofty values: family, fidelity, love, faith, sacrifice, service, eternal life. Our 

responsibility here at the Synod is not to undermine them; but rather to show that they are right to 

wager: it truly is worth the effort, it is not a waste of time! 
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And I thank you in particular, dear young people present! The path of preparation for the Synod has 

taught us that the universe of the young is so varied that it cannot be fully represented, but you are 

certainly an important sign of it. Your participation fills us with joy and hope. 

The Synod we are living is a moment of sharing. I wish, therefore, at the beginning of the Synod 

Assembly, to invite everyone to speak with courage and frankness (parrhesia), namely to 

integrate freedom, truth and charity. Only dialogue can help us grow. An honest, transparent 

critique is constructive and helpful, and does not engage in useless chatter, rumours, conjectures or 

prejudices. 

And humility in listening must correspond to courage in speaking. I told the young people in the 

pre-Synod Meeting: ñIf you say something I do not like, I have to listen even more, because 

everyone has the right to be heard, just as everyone has the right to speakò. This open listening 

requires courage in speaking and in becoming the voice of many young people in the world who are 

not present. It is this listening that creates space for dialogue. The Synod must be an exercise in 

dialogue, above all among those of you participating. The first fruit of this dialogue is that everyone 

is open to newness, to change their opinions thanks to what they have heard from others. This is 

important for the Synod. Many of you have already prepared your intervention beforehand ï and I 

thank you for this work ï but I invite you to feel free to consider what you have prepared as a 

provisional draft open to any additions and changes that the Synod journey may suggest to each of 

you. Let us feel free to welcome and understand others and therefore to change our convictions and 

positions: this is a sign of great human and spiritual maturity. 

The Synod is an ecclesial exercise in discernment. To speak frankly and listen openly are 

fundamental if the Synod is to be a process of discernment. Discernment is not an advertising 

slogan, it is not an organizational technique, or a fad of this pontificate, but an interior 

attitude rooted in an act of faith. Discernment is the method and at the same time the goal we set 

ourselves: it is based on the conviction that God is at work in world history, in lifeôs events, in the 

people I meet and who speak to me. For this reason, we are called to listen to what the Spirit 

suggests to us, with methods and in paths that are often unpredictable. Discernment needs space and 

time. And so, during the work done in plenary assembly and in groups, after five interventions are 

made, a moment of silence of approximately three minutes will be observed. This is to allow 

everyone to recognize within their hearts the nuances of what they have heard, and to allow 

everyone to reflect deeply and seize upon what is most striking. This attention to interiority is the 

key to accomplishing the work of recognizing, interpreting and choosing. 

We are a sign of a Church that listens and journeys. The attitude of listening cannot be limited to 

the words we will exchange during the work of the Synod. The path of preparation for this moment 

has highlighted a Church that needs to listen, including those young people who often do not feel 

understood by the Church in their originality and therefore not accepted for who they really are, and 

sometimes even rejected. This Synod has the opportunity, the task and the duty to be a sign of a 

Church that really listens, that allows herself to be questioned by the experiences of those she 

meets, and who does not always have a ready-made answer. A Church that does not listens shows 

herself closed to newness, closed to God’s surprises, and cannot be credible, especially for the 

young who will inevitably turn away rather than approach. 

Let us leave behind prejudice and stereotypes. A first step towards listening is to free our minds 

and our hearts from prejudice and stereotypes. When we think we already know who others are and 

what they want, we really struggle to listen to them seriously. Relations across generations are a 

terrain in which prejudice and stereotypes take root with proverbial ease, so much so that we are 

often oblivious to it. Young people are tempted to consider adults out-dated; adults are tempted to 
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regard young people as inexperienced, to know how they are and especially how they should be and 

behave. All of this can be an overwhelming obstacle to dialogue and to the encounter between 

generations. Most of those present do not belong to a younger generation, so it is clear that we must 

pay attention, above all, to the risk of talking about young people in categories and ways of thinking 

that are already outmoded. If we can avoid this risk, then we will help to bridge generations. Adults 

should overcome the temptation to underestimate the abilities of young people and not judge 

them negatively. I once read that the first mention of this fact dates back to 3000 BC and was 

discovered on a clay pot in ancient Babylon, where it is written that young people are immoral 

and incapable of saving their people’s culture. This is an old tradition of us old ones! Young 

people, on the other hand, should overcome the temptation to ignore adults and to consider the 

elderly ñarchaic, out-dated and boringò, forgetting that it is foolish always to start from scratch as if 

life began only with each of them. Despite their physical frailty, the elderly are always the memory 

of mankind, the roots of our society, the ñpulseò of our civilization. To spurn them, reject them, 

isolate or snub them is to yield to a worldly mentality that is devouring our homes from within. To 

neglect the rich experiences that each generation inherits and transmits to the next is an act of self-

destruction. 

It is therefore necessary, on the one hand, to decisively overcome the scourge of 

clericalism. Listening and leaving aside stereotypes are powerful antidotes to the risk of 

clericalism, to which an assembly such as this is inevitably exposed, despite our intentions. 

Clericalism arises from an elitist and exclusivist vision of vocation that interprets the ministry 

received as a power to be exercised rather than as a free and generous service to be given. This 

leads us to believe that we belong to a group that has all the answers and no longer needs to 

listen or learn anything, or that pretends to listen. Clericalism is a perversion and is the root of 

many evils in the Church: we must humbly ask forgiveness for this and above all create the 

conditions so that it is not repeated. 

We must, on the other hand, cure the virus of self-sufficiency and of hasty conclusions reached by 

many young people. An Egyptian proverb goes: “If there is no elderly person in your home, buy 

one, because you will need himò. To shun and reject everything handed down across the ages 

brings only a dangerous disorientation that sadly threatens our humanity, it brings a disillusionment 

which has invaded the hearts of whole generations. The accumulation of human experiences 

throughout history is the most precious and trustworthy treasure that one generation inherits from 

another. Without ever forgetting divine revelation, that enlightens and gives meaning to history and 

to our existence. 

Brothers and sisters, may the Synod awaken our hearts! The present moment, and this applies also 

to the Church, appears to be laden with struggles, problems, burdens. But our faith tells us that it is 

also the kairos in which the Lord comes to meet us in order to love us and call us to the fullness of 

life. The future is not a threat to be feared, but is the time the Lord promises us when we will be 

able to experience communion with him, with our brothers and sisters, and with the whole of 

creation. We need to rediscover the reasons for our hope and, above all, to pass them on to young 

people who are thirsting for hope. As the Second Vatican Council affirmed: ñWe can justly consider 

that the future of humanity lies in the hands of those who are strong enough to provide coming 

generations with reasons for living and hopingò (Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, 31). 

The meeting between generations can be extremely fruitful for giving rise to hope. The prophet Joel 

teaches us this ï I reminded young people at the pre-Synod meeting ï and I consider it the prophecy 

of our time: ñYour old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visionsò (2:28) and 

they will prophesy. 
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There is no need for sophisticated theological arguments to prove our duty to help the contemporary 

world to walk towards Godôs kingdom, free of false hope and without seeing only ruin and woe. 

Indeed, when speaking about those who consider reality without sufficient objectivity or prudent 

judgment, Saint John XXIII said: ñIn the current conditions of human society they are not capable 

of seeing anything except ruin and woe; they go around saying that in our times, compared to the 

past, everything is worse; and they even go as far as to behave as if they had nothing to learn from 

history, which is our teacherò (Address on the solemn opening of the Second Vatican Council, 11 

October 1962). 

Do not let yourselves be tempted, therefore, by the ñprophets of doomò, do not spend your energy 

on ñkeeping score of failures and holding on to reproachesò, keep your gaze fixed on the good that 

ñoften makes no sound; it is neither a topic for blogs, nor front page newsò, and do not be afraid 

ñbefore the wounds of Christôs flesh, always inflicted by sin and often by the children of the 

Churchò (cf. Address to Bishops participating in the course promoted by the Congregation for 

Bishops and the Congregation for Oriental Churches, 13 September 2018). 

Let us therefore work to “spend time with the future”, to take from this Synod not 

merely a document ï that generally is only read by a few and criticized by many ï but above all 

concrete pastoral proposals capable of fulfilling the Synodôs purpose. In other words, to plant 

dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up 

wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another, and 

create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands, 

and inspire in young people ï all young people, with no one excluded ï a vision of the future filled 

with the joy of the Gospel. Thank you. 

Synod Hall, Rome, Wednesday, 3rd  October 2018.                                                POPE FRANCIS 
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BIBLICAL REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS  

 FOR THE EIGHT DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CHRISITAN UNITY (18 -25 January 2019) 

Day 1: Let justice roll down like waters (Amos 5:24) 

Readings: Amos 5:22-25; Luke 11:37-44 

Reflection: Christians can sometimes be very committed to prayer and worship, but less concerned 

for the poor and the marginalized. Sometimes we pray in church, but at the same time oppress our 

fellow human beings or exploit the environment. Christians in Indonesia recognize that in their land 

there are people who passionately try to practice their faith, but who oppress those of other beliefs, 

even using violence in doing so. But in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus reminds us that the outward sign 

of true worship of God is acting justly. He is fierce in his condemnation of those who neglect this 

obligation. In the prophecy of Amos, God rejects the worship offered by those who neglect justice, 

until they ólet justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing streamô (5:24). 

The prophet insists on the absolute link between worship and doing deeds of justice. When 

Christians work together to listen to the cry of the poor and the oppressed, they grow in communion 

with one another and with the Triune God. 

Prayer 

God of the widow, the orphan and the stranger,  

You have shown us the path of justice.  

Help us to follow your way by doing justice as our worship of you.  

As Christians together, may we worship you not only with our hearts and minds, but also by our 

deeds. 

May the Holy Spirit help and guide us to work for justice wherever we are, 

so that many people may be strengthened through our works.  

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Day 2 - Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’ (Matthew 5:37) 

Readings: Ephesians 4:22-25; Matthew 5:33-37 

Reflection: Violence towards fellow humans is not found only in physical assault and robbery, but 

also in gossip and malicious rumours. Social media have made it easy for untruths to be circulated 

instantly to a wide audience. Christians in Indonesia are aware of how this has sometimes led to lies 

and prejudice being propagated by religious groups, including Christians, against other religious 

groups. Fear and the threat of reprisals can make people reluctant to stand up for the truth and can 

cause them to remain silent in the face of unjust and untrue statements aimed at causing fear. Jesus 

boldly said, óLet your word be ñYes, Yesò or ñNo, Noò; anything more than this comes from the 

evil one.ô Deceitfulness destroys good relationships between persons and between groups, including 

churches. Dishonesty disrupts the unity of the Church. The Letter to the Ephesians reminds us that 

we are members of one another. This is a call for Christians to be honest and accountable to each 

other, so that they may grow in fellowship. When we do so, it is not the spirit of the evil one, but the 

Holy Spirit of God who will be with us. 

Prayer 



God of righteousness,  

grant us wisdom to distinguish right from wrong. 

Let our hearts be guided by honesty and our lips speak the truth.  

Give us courage to be truthful even when others go against us. 

Keep us from spreading deceit;  

make us, rather, agents of unity and peace,  

spreading good news for all people.  

We pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Day 3 - The Lord is gracious and merciful to all (Psalm 145:8) 

Readings: Psalm 145:8-13; Matthew 1:1-17 

Reflection: óThe Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has madeô, said the 

psalmist, proclaiming that the love of God is beyond boundaries of ethnicity, culture, race, and even 

religion. The account of the genealogy of Jesus in Matthewôs gospel reflects this expansive vision. 

While ancient cultures often saw women as inferior, or as the property of their fathers or husbands, 

Matthew names four women among the ancestors of Jesus, two of whom, Ruth and Rahab, were 

Gentiles. Three other ancestors in the list were known for their sinfulness, including the adulterous 

King David. Naming these in the genealogy of Jesus and making them part of Godôs human history, 

proclaims that God includes everyone, male and female, sinner and righteous, in his plan of 

salvation, regardless of their backgrounds. Indonesia is a nation of over 17,000 islands and 1,340 

different ethnic groups, and churches are often separated along ethnic lines. Such exclusivity can 

lead some to see themselves as the sole possessors of the truth, thus wounding the unity of the 

Church. Amidst escalating ethnic and religious fanaticism and a growing spirit of intolerance 

throughout the world today, Christians can serve the human family by joining together to bear 

witness to the all-embracing love of God, proclaiming with the psalmist that óthe Lord is gracious 

and mercifulô to all. 

Prayer 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, 

we give praise to you for your great glory made manifest in all of creation. 

Give us an open heart to embrace all who experience discrimination.  

Help us to grow in love beyond prejudice and injustice.  

Grant us the grace to respect the uniqueness of each person,  

so that in our diversity we may experience unity.  

This prayer we make in your holy name. Amen. 

Day 4 - Be content with what you have (Hebrews 13:5) 

Readings: Hebrews 13:1-5; Matthew 6:25-34 

Reflection: The writer of the letter to the Hebrews warns against excessive love of money and 

material things. In the face of our tendency to think we never have enough, the text reminds us of 

Godôs providence and assures us that God will never forsake creation. Through the fruitfulness of 

earth, rivers and seas, Godôs goodness has provided ample food and fresh water to sustain all living 

beings, and yet many people lack these basic necessities. Human weakness and greed frequently 

lead to corruption, injustice, poverty and hunger. It can be tempting, instead of caring about others 

and sharing our goods with them, to gather and accumulate money, food and natural resources for 

ourselves, or our own nation or ethnic group. Yet, Jesus teaches us that material things should not 



be our main concern. Rather, we should strive first for the reign of God and its values, trusting that 

our heavenly Father will provide for us. In recent years, some churches in Indonesia have been 

providing various kinds of financial, human and educational support to small churches in rural 

areas. In this simple and practical example of mutual love they are demonstrating the unity with 

their fellow-Christians which is Godôs gift to his Church. Living more simply, not preoccupied with 

earning money beyond our needs or with hoarding resources for the future, can enable us to make 

the earth, our common home, a more just place. 

Prayer 

Compassionate God, 

we thank you for your bountiful gifts. 

Give us the grace to accept all blessings  

in simplicity and with humble gratitude. 

Enable us to be content and ready to share with others who are in need,  

so that all may experience unity in the love that flows from you,  

our Triune God, 

who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

Day 5 - To bring good news to the poor (Luke 4:18) 

Readings: Amos 8:4-8; Luke 4:16-21 

Reflection: The prophet Amos criticized traders who practiced deceit and exploited the poor in 

order to gain maximum profit. Amos also underlined how God observes their wrongdoing and will 

never forget it. God listens to the cries of victims of injustice and never forsakes those who are 

exploited and treated unjustly. 

We live in a globalized world where marginalization, exploitation and injustice are rampant. The 

gap between the rich and the poor is getting wider. Economic achievement becomes a deciding 

factor in relationships between peoples, nations and communities. Economic issues often trigger 

tensions and conflicts between them. It is hard to enjoy peace when justice is absent. 

By virtue of our common Baptism, all Christians share in the prophetic mission of Jesus to proclaim 

good news to the poor and the weak, in both words and deeds. When we recognise this mission, the 

Spirit of the Lord will be upon us too, empowering us to work for justice. Our dignity as Christians 

calls us to speak and act in such a way that the words from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah which 

Jesus proclaimed in Nazareth are fulfilled each day in the hearing of those around us. 

Prayer 

God our Father, 

forgive our lust for power  

and free us from the temptation to oppress others. 

By your Holy Spirit of communion,  

help us to live in solidarity with our neighbour, 

and so share together with your Son Jesus  

in fulfilling your promise of freedom from poverty and oppression. 

We pray in his name. Amen. 

Day 6 - The Lord of hosts is his name (Jeremiah 10:16) 



Readings: Jeremiah 10:12-16; Mark 16:14-15 

Reflection: The created world is a manifestation of Godôs wondrous power. The greatness of God 

is made visible in and through all creation: óThe Lord of hosts is his name.ô Today, however, we are 

facing a serious global ecological crisis, which threatens the survival of the natural world. Many 

people have been driven by greed to exploit creation beyond its capacity. In the name of 

development, forests are cleared and pollution destroys land, air, rivers and seas, rendering 

agriculture impossible, making fresh water unobtainable and causing animals to die. In this context 

it is useful to remember that after his resurrection, Jesus commissioned the disciples to proclaim the 

good news óto the whole creationô. No part of creation is outside Godôs plan to make all things new. 

And so conversion is needed from a tendency to exploit to an attitude that values and reconciles us 

with creation. Movements among people of different faiths in Indonesia and many other places are 

inspiring Christians to promote eco-friendly churches, and to take a stand against environmental 

abuses. This unites Christians in bearing witness to their Creator, ófor he is the one who formed all 

thingsô. When we join with other Christians in defence of our common earthly home, we are not just 

engaging in activism, but are fulfilling the Lordôs command to proclaim the good news of Godôs 

healing and restoring love to all of creation. 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

By your word all things came to be. 

We thank you for the universe  

which manifests your glory, beauty and kindness. 

Grant us the wisdom to walk gently upon the earth 

and together to be prophets of your good news to all creation. Amen. 

Day 7 - Woman, great is your faith! (Matthew 15:28) 

Readings: 1 Samuel 1:13-17; Matthew 15:21-28 

Reflection: Eli misjudges Hannahôs deep and fervent prayer and condemns her, dismissing her 

supplications as drunken ramblings. Yet the words of her reply, calling on him not to dismiss her as 

óa worthless womanô softened his heart and he sent her away with a blessing. Likewise, when the 

Canaanite woman came to beg Jesus to heal her daughter, he initially dismissed her, saying that he 

had come only for his own people. Yet she persisted in her begging and challenging and eventually, 

recognising her great faith, Jesus granted her request. In both cases, a woman who was initially 

marginalised and judged unworthy of attention turned out to be speaking prophetic words that 

softened hearts and brought healing and wholeness. The marginalization and dismissing of womenôs 

voices continues in our own times. Indeed even within our churches we are often complicit with 

cultures that devalue women. As Christians become aware of their own failings in this area, they 

come to recognize more clearly the horror of violence against women and children, snatched 

forcibly from their homes and trafficked to other lands. These and many other migrant workers are 

often treated as less than human, and are denied the most basic human rights. In recent years 

churches in Indonesia have taken common action against human trafficking and the sexual abuse of 

children. Their efforts, and those of people of other faiths, are all the more urgent since the number 

of victims in some parts of their country is increasing daily. As Christians unite in prayer and study 

of the Scriptures, truly listening for Godôs voice, they can discover that God also speaks today 

through the cries of the most abused in society. It is when they hear Godôs call together that they are 

inspired to join in common action against the scourge of human trafficking and of other evils. 



Prayer 

Gracious God, 

You are the source of human dignity.  

By your grace and power  

the words of Hannah changed the heart of Eli the Priest;  

by your grace and power  

the words of the Canaanite woman moved Jesus to heal her daughter. 

As we search to manifest the unity of the Church,  

grant us the courage to reject all forms of violence against women  

and to celebrate the gifts of the Spirit  

that women bring to the service of the Church.  

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Day 8 - The Lord is my light and my salvation (Psalm 27:1) 

Readings: Psalm 27:1-4; John 8:12-20 

Reflection: Throughout the eight days of this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the daily 

reflections have considered many difficult situations facing the world today, including greed, 

violence, exclusion, exploitation, poverty, pollution, hunger and trafficking. Churches in Indonesia 

are conscious of these issues as challenges facing all Christians. They recognise and confess that 

some of these sins have tainted the lives of their churches too, wounding their unity and diminishing 

their witness to the world. At the same time, they recognise as well the many promising instances of 

churches coming together to witness to their unity in Christ.[2]Christians in other parts of the world 

can name many other examples from their own situations. 

Day by day, year by year, and especially during this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Christians 

join together for common prayer, professing their common baptismal faith, listening for Godôs 

voice in the Scriptures and praying together for unity in Christôs body. In doing so, they recognise 

that the Holy Trinity is the source of all unity and that Jesus is the light of the world, who promises 

the light of life to those who follow him. The many injustices in the world frequently sadden or 

anger them. But they do not lose hope, they move to action. Because the Lord is their light and their 

salvation and the stronghold of their lives, they do not fear. 

Prayer 

God our Sustainer,  

we praise you for your loving kindness,  

for upholding us in times of trial,  

and showing us your light in times of darkness. 

Transform our lives so that we may be a blessing for others.  

Help us to live unity in diversity as a witness to your communion, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

one God now and forever. Amen. 
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