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P o p @€ray®er Intention for this month: That Young people, especially in Latin America. Follow
the example of Mary and respond te ttall of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to

the world.

GOD BLESS YOU ALL
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

2019

Bishop S. Singaroyan



Bl SHOP’ S CALEFNDMR2019

DATE | PROGRAMME PLACE TIME
01 Mass Shevapet 08.30 a.m.
02 He n r yraesfor Aged Alagapuram 07.00 a.m.
02 St. Mary Magdalene Home f( Mathiampatti 11.00 a.m.
Aged
04 Class, Good Shepherd Seminary Coimbatore
05 Golden Jubilee Mas$r. Lia Epiphany Center | 11.30 a.m.
06 Feast Mass, Epiphany Epiphany Center | 10.00 a.m.
0814 | CCBI Meeting Mahabalipuram
15 Feast Mass, Infant Jesug Arisipalayam 08.00 a.m.
Cathedral
15 Blessing of New Chapel ¢ Solasiramanai 11.30 a.m.
Vadugapalayam
15 Confirmation, Kullaveeranpatti | Masilapalayam | 06.00 p.m.
16 Sacerdotal Jubilee Mass,Fr. | Sollepuram 10.30 a.m.
Rajappa, Kakkaveri
18 Feast Mass Katpadi 05.30 p.m.
19 Feast Mass, Chinnappampatti | Idappadi 05.30 p.m.
20 Feast Mass Sadayampalayan| 08.00 a.m.
20 Feast Mass Andipatti 05.30 p.m.
22-23 | TNBC Half-Yearly @ Meeting | Madurai
PILLAR
25 Madha TV Office Chennai
26 Blessing of Renovated Church | Thumbal 10.00 a.m.
26 Parish Day, Syrian Church Thiruvagaundanu| 07.30 p.m.
28 Senat e Me et i n ¢Bangalore
Pontifical Institute
30 Blessing of the Renovated Hall | Suramangalam | 05.30 p.m.
31 Confirmation, Montfort Hr. Seq Yercaud 11.00 a.m.

School




FROM Bl SHOP -JANUDARS 2018

1.1 wish the Clergy, Religious and Lay People of Salem Dioced&®Y¥OUS AND FRUITFUL
NEW YEAR 2019. May the Lord grant us all to experience tiercy of God intensely this year
and express that Mercy to others in all our life.

. The Special Collection forAfrican Missions (Pro Afris), taken on Christmas Day2018 in all
the parishesis to be remitted to the Diocesan Procurator earlyso that he ray forward the
collection to Rome

. Day of Consecrated Life will be celebrated in Salem Diose on 3.02.20B, Sunday, at
Epiphany Centre, Salem. All the members of various Religious Institutes working in Salem
Diocese are invited. The diocesan Cleegg welcome to the function to wish the Religious on
their day

. The Clergy Monthly Recollection for January 2019 will be held at the Vicariates.The Vicar
Foranes are asked to call for the Vicariate Meeting and plan for the pastoral programmes of the
whale year in the Parishes and in the Vicariates.

. The Clergy Monthly Recollection in February 2
House, Salemwith the usual schedule.

. The Clergy Monthly Recollection is obligatoryand useful spiritual exercise for #tle priests of
the diocese. All the diocesan priests and the religious priests in charge of parishes in Salem diocese
are obliged to attend the monthly recollection without fail on the Mstdaymorning or other
days indicatedfrom 9.30 am. to 1.0p.m.Fat her s are most wel come to
House on previous evening and for the night stayAnyone who is not able to attendClergy
Monthly Recollection for unavoidable reasons is expected to inform the Vicar General
beforehand.

. The Week of Payer for Christian Unity is fixed from 18th to 258th January 2019. It will be
celebrated with the theme:Justice and only justice you shall pursue
(Deuteronomy 16:1-20). The programme with the liturgical text for the prayer ankeot
celebrations is senbtall. Please make use of them and organize several ecahprogrammes
during these days$.give at the end of this Newslettetext from Rome on this theme.

. The Finance Committeeis obligatory for all Parishes and DiocesarEducational and other
Institutions run by the Diocese May | remind all the Parish Priests and Heads of Diocesan
Institutions to allow, encourage and consult the Finance Committee in all the acts of the financial
administration of the parish or InstitutiorAll the accounts sent tthe diocese from Parishes and
Institutions should be esigned by one member of the Finance Committee.

. THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE is celebrated on 1St January every year. It can be
celebrated also on any convenient day near to iMay | request all parishes @nnstitutions to
celebrate this day and to encourage our people to pray and to take efforts at all levels for Peace in
the world.This is a good occasion for organizing Inteeligious meetings and common prayers
for the world peaceThis is a good occasn for fpwpj;jth; tho;Thpik ,af;fk; to come to the
streets appealing for peace in the world through peace rally, human ch&opets Message for
the 52" World Day of Peaceto be celebrated on 01.01.3)bn the theme of * Good Pol i t i
at the Serviceof Peace: Political Responsibility Belongs to Every Citizea,s given at the end
of this newsletterThis message of the Pope is a good tool to prepare our people for the
forthcoming General Elections in India, on good PoliticsPlease read the text ahding the
message of the Holy Father to the knowledgelmreefitof our people.



10.Month of January is to be celebrated inTamilnadu as Anbiyam Month. Using the material
that will be sent to you by the Diocesan Commission for B.C.C., kindly arrange tworatele
md;gpa khjk ;in a meaningful way. This is a good occasion to start new Anbiams and to
revitalize the existing ones.

11.Marriage Preparation Course is obligatory to all Catholic Youth before their marriage. All
pastors are to insist on it before writitlge Banns for MarriageAn immediate Preparation
before the Marriage is the duty of the parish PriestsThe attending at Marriage Preparation
Course does natispense witlthis immediate preparation at the time of marriage.

12.The list of Special Collectionsfor 2019 for the Universal Church in Salem Dioceses given
below. Kindly mark the datesf theseCollections inyour parish calendar.

13.The process of obtaining Permit for Mass Wine is becoming more difficultin this regard
pleasemake use of the Mass Warsparingly All permit holders, parishes and religious houses,
are asked to keep a register of wine stock in every parighr Mass center,to be checked by the
concerned officials of the Government at any time.

14.The Stipend for High Mass is Rs. 100 only. Mass intentions should be the same all over the
diocese an@nyhigher amount than R&00should not be collected for Mass Intentions anywhere
in our diocese, wétherbe it a shrine of pilgrimageenter.

15. Masses willbe giverf r om t he Pr o canlyta thase whe ret@ri thei EgRoeeration
slips of previously received Mass IntentionsPlease attach the Mass Exoneration slip while
applying for new Mass set.

16.The Holy FatherwOdvk tdsOus meindot«i aestowi t h
spend our the and efforts work with and work for our youth in our parishes and institutions. | give
at the end of this Newsletter thdDDRESS BY HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS AT THE
OPENING OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPSON YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH AND
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT. An attentive reading of the same will convince us all not to
hesitate working with Youth but to engage in it enthusiastically. Let us also take note of the
strong reprimand the Pope give on Clericalism, in the same text.

17.Mr. Francis Xavier, 53 years of age brother of Rev. Fr. Emmanuel, passed awayo his
eternal reward on 30.11.2018. Hiduneral washeld onthe same dagt Naranampalayampudur
in the presence of many priests, religious and lay people. We offer our prayeisriggose and
for the strengttof the family members of FEmmanuel Mayhe Rest In Peace!

2019- INTERNATIONAL YEAR O F
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES

The United Nations General Assembly has decl2@&d the International Year of Indigenous
Languages (IY2019)to raise awareness of the cruc a | role | anguages pl ay
lives. This is to promote themportant and continuing role of the United Nations in promoting and
protecting the rights of indigenous peoples, recalling the inclusive preparatory process for the high
level plenay meeting, including the comprehensive engagement of the representatives of
indigenous peoples, and welcoming and reaffirming the commitments, measures and efforts
undertaken by States, the United Nations system, indigenous peoples and other actors in its
implementation, Encouraging the active engagement of indigenous peoples in the implementation
of the outcome document of the hilglvel plenary meeting of the General Assembly known as the
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, including atthe reggonadl g | o b a l |l evel sé
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which addresses their
individual and collective rights, Stressing the importance of promoting and pursuing the objectives
of the United Nations Declaratiomdhe Rights of Indigenous Peoples also through international



cooperation to support national and regional efforts to achieve the ends of the Declaration, including
the right to maintain and strengthen the distinct political, legal, economic, social Hudhlcu
institutions of indigenous peoples and the right to participate fully, if they so choose, in the political,
economic, sociaknd cultural life of the State. This 1'Y2019 aims at:

Recognizing the importance to indigenous peoplesf revitalizing, usig, developing and
transmitting to future generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosopitieg,
systems and literatureRRecognizing the importance of access to justice in the promotion and
protection of the rights of indigenous pées and individuals and the need to examine and take
steps to remove obstacles to justice, especially for indigenous women, indigenous youth and
indigenous persons with disabilities.

Recognizing the value and the diversity of the cultureand the form ofocial organization of
indigenous peoples and their holistic traditional knowledge of their lands, natural resources and
environment, Recognizing also the importance of traditional sustainable agricultural practices,
including traditional seed supply syste, as well as access to credit and other financial
services, markets, secure land tenure, health care, social services, education, training,
knowledge and appropriate and affordable technologies, including efficient irrigation, the reuse
of treated wasteater and water harvesting and storage for indigenous peoples and others living
in rural areas

Recognizing the importance of f a,owhithiniayabei ng
achieved by, inter alia, the recognition of their traditions, adequdiecpolicies and economic
empowerment,

Recognizing that the economic empowerment, inclusion and development of indigenous
peoples including through the establishment of indigerousied businesses, can enable them

to improve their social, cultural, divand political engagement, achieve greater economic
independence and build more sustainable and resilient communities, andm®twogtribution

of indigenous peoples to the broader economy

Recognizingthe extreme disadvantages that indigenous peogléave typically facedacross

a range of social and economic indicators and about the impediments to their full enjoyment of
their rights, Stressing the need to pay particular attention to the rights and special needs of
indigenous women, children, youtblder persons and persons with disabilitiesfuishuman

beings.

SPECIAL COLLECITONS IN SALEM DIOCESE FOR THE YEAR 2019

. Collections for the Holy Sedor the Universal Church

Holy Childhood
Collection

To help poor children all over
the world

On wcond Sunday of Februali
10.02.208

For the Maintenance of the
Holy See (can. 1271)

On 4" Sunday of Lent

Obolo Sancti Petri 31.03.20DP

To Support the Christians in

Holy Land Collection the Holy Land

On Good Friday19.042019

To support the formation of
seminarians and novices in
Mission countries

St. Peter the Apo€l
Society Collection

Solemnity of Christ the King
24.11.2019

Pet er 6s
Collection

Pe

To the Holy Father for his
services to the universal

Church

On the Sunday after the
Solemnity of Sts. Peter and
Paul 3006.2019




Mission Sunday
Collection

For Evangelization & Mission
work all over the world

On the Third Sunday of

October20.10.20B

7 Pro Afris Collection

For Mission in Africa

318 Ordinary Sunday
03.11.2019

B. Collections fa the National & RegionChurch

1 Charity Sunday To fight against Hunger and | Third Sunday of Lent
Collection Disease 24.03.20B8

5 Vocation Sunday For the promotion of On 4" Sunday of Easter
Collection Vocations in Tamilnadu Seasori2.05.2019

3 Youth Surday To promote formation of On PB'Sunday of August
Collection Youth 04.08.2019
Bible Sunday To promote Biblical

4 Collection Apostolate and print bibles 29.09.2019

5 Communication To promote communication | Designatd Sunday in
Sunday Collection and media apostolate November 209

NATIONAL AND INTERNA TIONAL DAYS IN JANUARY 2019

06: World War Orphan Day

09: NRI Day January

10: World Laughter Day January

12: National Youth Day (Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda)

15: Army day

25: National Voers day

26 : I ndi ads Republic Day; Il ndia Tourism Day
30: Martyrsodé Day (Mahat ma Gandhi 0s

30: World Leprosy Eradication Day

NEWS FROM DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS

ANBIYA M COMMISSION

On 25.11.2018 Fr. Secretary wentKoneripatti paris. He met the |
people andAnbiya leaders after the mass agnkcouraged them |n
conducting Abiams regularly.

On 02.12.2018 FiSecretary and G

. Catechist visited Sanniyasigundu pari .
All the Anbiya leaders were present after the maststhey were given
seminar on how to meet the challenges they come across.

Anbiya Month: Posters and liturgical pamphlets have been sent to all the parishes by the
commission to celebrate the Anbiya Month more meaningfully. Kindly make use of them and
encourage the people to grow in the spirit of Anbiyam.

BIBLE COMMISSION

Martyrdo



ACONNECTI ONO Bi bl e game was %
commission in Koneripatti parish on 25.11.2018 after Holy Ma

Bi bl e game call ed ACONNECTI ONC
Sanniyasigundu parish on 02.12.2018 after HosMwith the people
at 8.30 a.m. Around 50 people participated in this game. Fr. David had
arranged the event and prepared the people very WeII

Fr.Secretary was invited to condué ' i
t he Bi bl e game N SO
Palayam parish in Kumbakonam dioce§e®s
on 0912.2018. After Holy Mass Fr.Secretary conducted the game.
people were present and benefitted out of it.

at

LAITY COMMISSION

TNBC commission for Laity had arranged two full days of training|@ -
the trainers (TOT) on 08, 09.12.2018 in Trichy. 45 paudints from _gl“

Arisipalayam, Mr.Mohan Paul from Sankagiri, Mr Sebastln frofify
Johnsonpet took part and benefitted out of this event.

Annual General Body Meeting was held at Laity commisgientre, Trichy on 15.12.2018.
Fr. Secretary along with team members attended this meeting and submitted the half yearly report
of the commission to the Director of this commission, Bp.Neethinathan.

In view of starting a new parish council Fr. Secretarg his team visited Konerlpattl parish
on 16.12.2018. After the Holy Mass, election was conducted i 7 .
the 20 anbiyams peacefully. 204= 80 BCC leaders were electe :
by the people from all the anbiyams. Applauses to Fr. Innasimgtht
and Asst.Parish mst who took much effort to form a new parish™®
council. :

CHRISTIAN RIGHT MOVEMENT

One day conference was held on 21.11.2018 at Nobili Hall, Madurai on thefiiu&fspd;
nray;ghLk; ek; epiyg;ghLk; 0 . 160 participants fromrdf@domdi oce
our diocese attended this conference. An attachment containing the detailed report of this day will
be sent to all the parish priests by the commission.

LITURGICAL MUSIC COMMISSION

The choir members of Sanniyasigundu parish were gathereg
02.12.2018. They were given instructions on how to lead the chgj
more meaningfully and help people participate more piously. i
Liturgy. Catechist Bro.Julius is taking much effort to coordinate
choir in the parishes.

FAMILY COMMISSION



Four Couples who ame with problems among them were given counselling by Fr. Secretary and
Dr. Amulraj in the Secretariat. All of them went happily back after the long session of counselling.
5 disputed families were met at their house and steps had been taken to fornin pibace
families. Kindly ask the people to get prior appointment beforng ¢bene over to the secretariat for
Marriage and Family Councelling.

There will be No Marriage Preparation Course in the month of February-2019

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2019

Place : Marthal lllam, Epiphany Centre, Salem -9
Day : 12" (Saturday) and 13" (Sunday) of January 2019
Time : From 08.30 a.m. to 05.30 p.m.
Reg Fee 300-/-(Registration, Certificate and Lunch for two days)

Note:

1. Participants must come with parish priestaos
8.30 am- 9.00 Registrations
9.00 classes begin.
Late comers are not allowed to attend this course.

2. Parents must attend thengnar on 131-2019, Sunday from 2.00 pm to 5.30 pm.

Fr.S.Benjamin Sandhanaraj, Secretary.

kupahapd;Nrid

kupahapd; Nrid epu;thff; $I;Ik;: 2611-2018Nrid apd; epu;thff; $I;lk; Md;k ,af;Feu;
mYtyfk; Nkup Ngy]py; eilngw;wJ. nfhkprpa mYtyu;fs; mi dtuk;

fye;Jf;nfhz;Idu;. ,f;$l;lj;jpy; Vw;fdNt jpl;lkpl;igb Nrid Mz;Ltpoh; elj;JtJ

gw;wk; MNyhrid nra;J midj;J NtiyfSk; gpupj;Jf; nfhLf;fg;gl;L nray;gl

Nfl;Lf;nfhs;sg;gl;Idu;.

kupahapd; Nrid Mz;L tpoh : 021218 QhapW md;W Nryk; kiwkhtll kupahapd;
Nridapd; 64 tJ Mz;L tpoh eilngw;wJ. 9.30 kzpastpy  Foe;ij ,N aR Nguhya
tshfj;jpypUe;J Nrid cWg;gpdu;fs; xd;W Nru;e;J md;id kupahTld; gtdpahf nrd W

%Nte;ju; muq;fpy; rpwg;ghf Jtg;fpdu;. ttpohtpr 35 gq;FfspypUe;J 450 Ngu;
rpwpNahu; gpurPba cWg;gpdu; Kjy; ngupNahu; tiu 450 Ngu; fye;Jf;nfhz;ldu;. Md;k
,af;Feu; muUl;,gzp. kupa Nlhrg; uh[;> mUIl;gzp. ikf;Nfy; uh[; nry;tk; ijg;gyp
epiwNtw;wpdu;. Kjd;ik FU. NguUl;gzp [hd; N[hrg; mbfshu; jiyikapy; Mz;L tpoh

rpwg;G epfo;Tfs; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;ld. kupahapd; Nrid cWg;gp dusfs; nra;j khngUk;
Nritfs; gw;wp mwpf;if rku;gp;f;g;9l;1J. nrdhj;J}pypUe;J te;j rNfhjuu; Mu;. kNdhfu;
mtu;fs; Nrid gw;wp rpwg;Giu tog;fpdhu;. kjpa cztpw;Fg;gpd; fiyepfo;r;rpfs;
eilngw;W rpwe;j fpA+upah> rpwe;j gpurpbaq;fSf;F gupRfs; toq;fg;glld. ,Wjp
nrgj;Jid; khiy 4.30 kzpastpy; Md;k ,af;Feupd; MrPUId; Mz;L tpoh rpwg;ghf
epiwTw;wJ.

R

kiwf,fy;tp  g; gzpf,FO




kiwf;fy;tp Nju,T @ 3 Mk; tFg;G Kjy;; 12 MK; tFg;G gapYk; kiwf;fy;tp

khztpaUf;fhd tha;nkhopj; Nju;T elj;jg;gl;1J. ,af;Feu; mUl;gzp kupa N[  h]g;
uh[;;> Ntjpaus; rtupehjd;> muUs;uh[; [_ypa]; rPru;> kw;WKk; gzpf;FO cWg;gpdu; jpU
gpuhd;rp]; rthauh[; > jpU. MNuhf;fpa rhkp MfpNahu; Nju;thsu; fshf nrd;W Nju;T
elj;jpdu;.  khztpau; fs; kpFe;j Mu;tj;JId; gq;Nfw;wdu;.
tha;nkhopj; Nju;T elj;jg;gl;l gs;s pfs ;

26112018 md;W ghj;jpkh Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> XkY}u;.

Gdpj [hd; gpupl;NIh nkl;upf; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> fhkyhGuk;.

29112018 md;W Gdpj Nkup ngz;fs; NKky;epiyg; gs;sp> muprpg;ghisak;>

03122018 md;W Gdpj Nkup ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs;  sp> NKl;*u;. kw;WK;

Gdpj Nkup nkl;upf; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> Nkl;"u;.
04122018 md;W n[auhzp ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp. nrt;tha; Ngl;il

vOj;Jj; Nju;T : 08122018 md;W 10> 1142 Mk; tFg;G gapYk; kiwf;fy;tp
khztanf thd kiwkhtl;l rpwg;G  vOj;Jj; Nju;T elj;jg;gl;1J. 1255 Ngu; rpwg;ghf Nju; T

Ntjpau;fs; kw;Wk; Nfhtpy; gps;is fSf;thd fpwp];JK]; nfhz;lhl;lk; >

1412 2018; md;W Ntjpau;fSf;thd jpahdk;> fUj;jku;T kw WK; fpwp] K;
nfhz;lhl;IKk; Gdpj rNtupahu Myak;> muprpghis aj;ipy; ellngw wd. ,jpy;
klwkhtl I gq;fpy; cs;s gapw;rp ngw;w Ntjpau;fs; kw;Wk; Nfhtpy; gps;isfs; vd 57
Ngu; fye;Jf;nfhz;Idu;. ,5q;FUKI cjtp mjpgu; rju;d; I;lhu; rpwg;ghd jpahd ciu
toq;fpdhu;. ,af;Feu; mUl;gzp kupa N[hrg; uh[; kw;Wk; ,sq;FUKI mjpgu; mUl; gzp.
ikf;Nfy; uh[; nry;tk; jpUg;gyp epiwNtw;wpdu;. Mau; mtu;fspd; jiyikapy; fpwp];K];
nfhz;lhl;lk; eilngw;wJ. Mau; mtu;fs; fpwp];K]; nra;jpAld; midtUf;Fk;
md;gspg;Gfs; toq;fp rpwg;ghf gzpGupa MrPu; mspj;jhu;.




fy;tpg; gzpf;FO

gs;sp re;jpg;G: Nkyhsu; mUl;gzp kupa N[hrg; uh[; ehuzk; ghisak; n[auhf;fpdp
Jtf;fg; gs;spiaAk;> jpUr;nrg;NfhL Gdpj me;Njhdpahu; Jtf;fg; gs;spiaAk;>  ——ea g
Ngl;ilghisak; Gdpj nrrpyp eLepiyg;gs;spiaAk; ghu;itapl;L rpwg;Gld; gz@
MNyhridfs; toq;fpdhu;. & TR

16122018 QhapWmd;W kiwkhtl;| Mu;.rp.eLepiyg;gs;sp kw;Wk; Jtf;fg;
gs;spfspd; jiyikahrpupau; $I;IKk; mtu; fspd fpwp] K]; nfhz;Ihl;IKK; Nkyhsu
jiyikapy; %Nte;ju; mug;ftk;> khu,j Jhs; ,y:yiipy; eilngw;wJ. fy tpg; gzp nra;jpfs;
ofpu;tpw;Fg; gpd,; te,JpUeJ midtUk; jg;fsJ fp wp];K]; kfpo;tpd; gupRfis gfpu;e;Jf;
nfhz;ldu;.

muUl;gzp . kupa N[hrg; uh[; nrayh;.

YOUTH & YCS / YSM COMMISSION

Recharge By & For Christ: As it was planned in th8alemVicariate meeting, One day Youth
programme ws conducted on Sunday, 04 November 2018 at Epiphany Centre, the Salem Youth by
the Youth Commission. Nearly 8 parishes for the Vicariate participated. Rev. Fr. Felix SDB from
Youth Director, Viyasarpadi motivated the youth. Group dynamics, Question & Arsegsions

were held. Youth also exhibited their talents in the form of dance, drama and singing. Minor
seminarians also actively participated and staged a drama. Most. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan, Bishop of
Salem concluded the day by offering a Holy Mass. @&mc¢hanks to our Bishop, the animator, all

the vicariate Fathers, more specially the youth of Salem Vicariate for their active participation.
Special thanks to Rev. Fr. Arulappan, V. F., for all the support. Thanks to the diocesan executive
committee fororganizing the event.

Pallipalayam Youth Visit: On Sunday, 18 November 2018, the Diocesan Youth Animators visited
and had a meeting with the Pallipalayam Parish Youth. The yearly church activities of the youth in
the parish was reported. The vibtarouth take up both Church and Social activities. Thanks to
Rev. Fr. Aanand Raj, parish priest and the Youth for the invitation and for all the arrangements for
the success of the visit.



High Way Christmas Valapady To Attur: To commemorate the Seasof Christmas, On

Sunday, 16 December 2018, Valapady parishioners and the Salem Diocesan Youth Commission
organi zed AHIi gh way Christmas?o. One hundred p
Valapady to Attur. The bike riders shared the Messageogpfahd Peace to the people from
Valapady to Attur. Nearly 3000 people witnessed the rally and greeted such initiative. Sincere
thanks to Rev. Dr. Vimal Dass, parish priest of Valapady, Youth and the parishioners for the hard
work and creative way of prederg the Gospel message to the general public.

Regional Youth Meeting

The Annual Regional Youth Directors meet was organized on Friday, 07 December 2018 at Kottar
Bi shopds House. Regi onal Yout h DirectAnuaRev.
report from each diocese was read out and plans were made for the upcoming year. Rev. Fr.
Pakiyanathan, former Regional Youth Director from Sivagangai Diocese addressed the gathering.
Rev. Dr. Nasarene Soosai, Chairman Bishop of Youth Commissautenated the day. Sincere
thanks to all the diocesan Youth commission Directors, especially Rev. Fr. Edison, Youth Director,
Kottar who made all arrangements for the success of the programme.
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COMMUNICATION COMMISSION

Mass shoot for Madha TV

1. On Mondgy, 10 December 2018 at Epiphany Pastoral Centre, Holy Mass shoot for
Madha TV program was organized. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Henry Kishore, Assistant Parish
Priest, Shevapet for the support.

2. On Sunday, 16 November 2018 at Epiphany Pastoral Centre, Holy Magst vsas
organized for Madha TV. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Kirubakaran, Parish Priest,
Siluvagiri for the cooperation.

lllathil Iraiyatchi for Madha TV
1. On Wednesday, 19 December 2018, lllathil Iraiyatchi programme shoot was organised.

Sincere thanks to Re Fr. Solomon Raj, Parrish Priest, Alagapuram, for being the

moderator. We thank the Families who actively participated and the Technical team for their

support.

EVANGELIZATION COMMISSION

Marivalam @ Epiphany Centre : On Saturday, 08 December 2018, rialam started from Infant

Jesus Cathedral premises. Rev. Fr. Amal Mahimai Raj, parish priest, Karumandurai conducted the
evening services. Nearly five hundred people participated and professed their faith. Thanks to Msgr.
John Joseph, the Parish Priestl &ev. Fr. Vincent the Asst. Parish Priest, Infant Jesus Cathedral
for their support. Sincere thanks to all the Senior Citizens and volunteers for their prayerful
services.

For this Christmas season special Evangelizatimgramme has been staged in the following
places:



1 On 08.12.2018 Saturday Christmas Special Programme was staged for the Catechism
children in Yercaud Parish. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Francis, Parish Priest and the Parishioners for
all the support.

1 On 09.12.P18 Sundayi Christamas Special Programme was staged in Namakkal Parish.
Thanks to Rev. Fr. John Alphonse, parish priest and the parishioners for all the support.

1 On 14.12.2018 SaturdayChristmas Special Programme was staged in Thalaivasal Parish.
Thanks to Rev. Fr. Edward Thadeus, parish priest and the parishioners.

1 On 22.12.2018 Saturday Christmas Special Programme was staged in Sanniyasigundu
Parish. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Arokia David, parish priest and the parishioners.

1 On 23.12.2018 Saturday Christmas Special Programme was staged in Madhapuram,

_Pallipalayam, and Parish. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Aanand Raj, parish priest and the parishioners.
2% 4 .‘

1 On Saturday, 07 December 2018, the Audio unit of Epiphany assisted the Christmas
function held at St Mar yés English Medium School , S
Principal, Staff & Students.

1 On Thursday, 21 December 2018, the Audio unit of Epiphany assisted the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations of Salem Social Service Society. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Rajamabikagtor
and Staff.

Christmas at Attur Vicariate level : On Sunday, 16 December 2018, Attur Vicariate and

Epiphany Pastoral Centre joined together and hosted a Mega Christmas Extravaganza at Attur

Church premises. All the parishes in AtWicariateacively participated and preformed. Nearly

800 people witnessed the event. Rev. Dr. Xavier Vedam was the chief guest of the day. Rev. Dr.

Vimal Dass delivered the Christmas message. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Gregory Rajan, V. F.,

and all the Vicariate Fathefor the meticulous planning and execution.

SIGNIS Annual Meet: The Annual SIGNIS meeting was held at Kalari, Kottar Diocese, on
Wednesday, Thursday, 05 & 06 December 2018. On the first day the prominent people in the local
diocese who have aotributed in communication field/ere honored. Best of the short films were
awarded. On the second day, new proposals were made to produce audio CD regarding social
awareness and productions and presentations from communication Centres all over the Region
could be screened and evaluated during the General Assembly. Thanks to the organizers, Kalari
team and the SIGNIS members.
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CATHOLIC SEN IOR CITIZEN MOVEMENT



The Catholic Senior Citizens of our diocese had their Annual Gathering at Epiphany Pastoral
Cente, on Wednesday, 12 December 2018. Annual gathering began with a holy mass at 10.30 am
after which yearly plan was discussed with the members. Around 1.00 pm the gathering came to an
end with an agape.

They also actively participated and contributedtfer success of Marivalam held on Saturday, 08
December 2018. Sincere thanks to the member for their active participation and contribution.

EPIPHANY {*2Y CENTRE

The Salem Diocesan Clergy Christmasvas celebrated on Wednesday, 05 December 2018, at
11.00 am at the Bishopldouse Chapel Premises. Christmas Carols by the Minor Seminarians,
Charming Dance by the Cluny Vidya Niketan School and Ddbateriests were the highlights of
the day. As part of the celebration Msgr. John Joseph, Vicar General distributed the Chifsdmas g
Rev. Fr. Arulappan, V. F., delivered the Christmas message. Sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Jacob,
Procurator, for all his arrangements. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Michael Raj Selvam, Rector, Rev. Fr.
Southern Star, Vice Rector and the minor seminarians andpipbaay Pastor Centre Team for
their services.

Fr. Stephen Soruphan, Epiphany Center

SERRA CLUB
On 16"December 2018 Serra Club members celebrat
Seminarians. Rev. Fr. Michaelraj Selvam, the Rector of the seminaigqutes/er the function.

Christmas Gifts were distributed to all the minor Seminarians.

Fr. Solomonraj, Spiritual Director

SALEM SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY

Kolping India: On 27" October 2017, we had celebrated The Kolping Day at SSSS Premises.
Most Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan D.D, the Bishop of Salem and #asess

President of Salem Social Service Society presided over
programme. On mar k of this da@
Ral |l yo wi t h &Our hResporisibileym® Our Mother %
E ar tPamphlets o Plastic Consequence §
distributed to public and Slogans on Plas
awareness were delivered. The rally was flag off and by Rev. Fr.
Rajamanickam, the Director of Salem Social Service Society. After the rally

.4duct e d
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we had Holy mass celebrated by our Bishop.lloled by the mass our Bishop delivered a
motivational speech to the Kolping members and distributed the Individual Income generation loan
to Kolping Members. Free tree saplings were distributed to all participants on the mark of Kolping
Day. 105 Kolping goup members participated in this programme. Lunch was provided to all the
members.

SSSS GOLDEN JUBILEE: On 20" December 2018, The Golde
Jubilee celebration started at 10.a.m in SSSS Preriliseskenovated
SSSSBuilding was blessedind thePhoto Galery was opened an
inaugurated by MostRt. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan D.D. the Bishop
Salem and the president of Salem Social Service Society.

At 10.30 a.nmtheHoly Eucharistic celebration was presided over by
Bishop. The Directors of Social Servicefrom other dioceses i
Tamilnadu andFormer Directors of SSSS and priests from Salem and Dharmapuri Dioceses
concelebrated the holy mass. Followed by the holy massagdehe Golden Jubilee celebration.
Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickam Director of SSSS welcomhedchief guest and priests and religious and
SHGs membersThe Holy An g e $choslstudentsperformed the welcome DancRev. Fr. M.
Rajamanickam Director of SSSS honored the Chief guest with
shawl and memento. After the felicitatichaMi | est & 6 &l
short film was screened for the audientaen air former director ¢
Rev. Fr. Gurusady Sagayaraj and Rev. Fr. Arockiasamy addresse
audience. Cultural dance of“ Ko |l at was ngerformed by *
Koneripatti SHG member&ev. Fr. Antony Raj the Nation&lirector §
of Kolping India, Rev. Fr. Albert Thambi Durai Director of
Tamilnadu Social Service Society and Mr. John Arockia Raj State officer of Caritas India addressed
the gathering.

Loan distrbution to Kolping members forG@P activities and
Housing grats were given to poor families of Solasiramani Parish P0y# ‘
TASOSS. Through Minority welfare Department we gave 2 tailoring: =&
machine and 2 Iron boxes to Agraharam and R.C. Reddiyur members.

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan released th# §8ar souvenir an@Golden 0 W
Jubilee Commemoration stamp of SSS&nd delivered a motivational,, Jh
speech to audience and honored the st&ifsally Miss. Gayathri staff of SSSS thanked all the
participants. We appreciate and thank all the donors of souvenir, all the staffs of SS83hend a
participants.

Rev. Fr. M. Rajamanickanbirector,Salem Social Service Society.
PRISON MINIST RY INDIA - SALEM UNIT

General Body Meeting- The PMI general body meeting of the Salem was held 8\ .at

Salem Social Service Society at 5 .0lhp53 members came together for an evaluation of the
activities of Prison Ministry. A short ayer was said by Mrs. ShamaRev. Fr.Rajamanikam the
director SSSS. welcomed the gathering. Rt. Rev. Dr. Singaroyan Bishop of Salem directed the
meeting. A first one of the released prisoners shared about Iperiexice inside the prison and

now ouside the prison. All were touched by his sharing. Thiru. Seakuthe owner of
Selvamaligaidonated two tailoring machines for the released prisoners éamilhiru Sagayaraj

from LFHS. gave some new dresses for the prisoners. Sr. Joyce the coordinator submitted the
Annual report using the power point. The statement of account of the year was presented by Thiru.
Arockiyasamy Treasurer. Bishop evaluated theh o | e year 0s activities
clarifications. And the persons comged explained how things weoarried out. We discussed

about this year Christmas celebration in various priséisthe end Bishop appreciated all the



volunteers for theiservices. At the end Sr.Lissy thanked each and every one. And the meeting
ended at 6.30 pnwith the tea.

Christmas celebrations On 18" the of Dec.2018. Christmas celebrations took place in Attur,
Namakkal, ParamatMellor, Omalur, Rasipuram and Tiruchegodu sub jails .
Attur - Rev. Fr. Kiruba, The SMMI sisters along with their students enacted a beautiful Christmas
play and performedathce and gave snacks to all. SP. Offgrednadai to Sr.Amali who celebrated
her GoldenJubliee as a religious sestand appreciated her service to the prisoners.
Rasipuram: Rev. Fr. Santhanam.SDB. the director of Anbulllam IMadi gate along with his
staff conducted various games and distributed T.Shirts and snacks to all the inmates.
Namakkal: Holy Cross sisteralong with their Students entertained them with a very meaningful
cultural programme, and distributed snacks.
Omalur: Rev. Fr. Alagu Selvam,Fr. Sebaaiti Fr. Edward Rjan, the FIHM Sisters from Omnal
and Sttipatti along with their Students performemlltural programme and distributed towels and
snack to all.
Parmathi Velur: Rev. Fr. Peter John Paul, Holy Cross sisters along with their Students entertained
them with a wonderful cultural programme, and distributed snacks.
Tiruchengodu: Rev. Fr. Subashrédm Patlour and FSM Sisters along with their students performed
cultural programme and gave snacks to all.
Our Sincere thanks and appreciation to all the Fathers and Rev. Sisters the Staff, and the students
for your generous cooperationdaooordination to the leastlost and last brethren who are behind
the bars.

Sr. Joyce. SJC. Coordinator. Salem.

NEWS FROM VICARIATES
METTUR VICARIATE

SALEMCAMP : Blood donation campA Blood donation camp
was organized irBalemcamp parish during the season of Adve
along with Cluny sisters of Gangavelli, Attur. Rev.Sr. Dr. Martina s
Sr. Maria sjc and Dr. Mohan the team of nurses from Arocia Mé
hospital. Al our parishiones and others people from Saleamp —
participated very enthusiastically in the camp. More than 40 members -

donated their blood. Ahe end we thank the Dors. S
Fr. IgnatiusFidelis P.P.

SALEM VICARIATE

Arisipalayam: Advent Preparation: As a fitting preparation for the forthcoming Christmasaiin

the four Sundays of the Holy Season of Advent, special preachers were invited atitey
delivered an interesting and inspiring homilies in all the five massesf a Sundayon themes:

The way Mary prepared for Christmas, the way St. Joseph prepared for the Nativity in Bethlehem,
the way the shepherds and the three kings prepared fortthefthe Messiah and how we have to
preparefor Christmas 2018. It was indeed very useful and fruitful for the parishioners as they
advanced their day to day march towards the celebration of Christmas.

Advent Adoration: In order to prepare the parishiers for Christmagvery day after the evening

mass, a special adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was conductkdorder to facilitate the
parishioners in this special Advent adoration a special booklet was prepared and handed over to
each family in theparish so that they might be in the mood and the spirit of adoration and



preparation all through the day. The entire parishioners felt that this Advent adoration was
stimulating them in their march towards the feast of Nativity.

First time in Salem: Christmas Carnival The ever attractive Santa Claus was traveling in a
decorated chariot along with his joyous group, visiting all the families in the parish and handing
over the wonderful Christmas gifts to every family head. It was done for the first tigalem

City. Though it was a costly programme, we dared to perform it trusting the generosity of the
people of good will. The generous donors came forward to support it knowing the importance of it.
A millions of thanks to all the generous donors. It weganized by the members of St. Vincent de
Paul Society of Cathedral parish. Due to their tireless effortyitheaskof involving many people

in this rare programme reached the height of success. Special Congrats tontiersnée donors

and the welwishers. This Christmas Carnival shared the joyous Christmas message to all its
viewers.

Rice for Christmas to the beloved of Babe Jesu3o share the joy of Christmas amal be
convinced of t he fact t hat e v e r parisih of rGatmedrab e i n g
launched ito the humanitarian act of supplying rice to 200 famiftes poorest of the poor) in this

parish so that they too may equally enjoy this joyful season. The members of St. Vincent De Paul
Society supplied new cloths to 50 people iA hearty Thank Youo f 1
philanthropists who helped our plan in to execution.

Fr. A. Vincent, AsstPP, Cathedral.

ATTUR VICARIATE

Attur Vicariate Christmas. This yea the Fathers of Attur Vicariate planned to have Christmas
Celebration at thevicariate level atAttur Vicariate. From each parishes of Attur Vicariate the
parishioners were invited. The conveyances were arranged from LGptliege, St.Micheal's
Schools ad St.Assisi Institute. The Christmas ride on highways from Vazhappadi to Attur made a
great impact among the public regarding Christmas. Rev.Fr.Xavier Vedham Sj, presided over the
Celebration and Rewr.Vimal delivered a dazzling Christmas message. Adl plarticipants were
wearing the caps of the Santaclausl it made the celebration highly coloured. More than 1000
people including other denominations and the other religiorssticjpated. Cultural
programdisplayed on Christmas by the children from pegishes of Attur Vicariate and from
Epiphany Center attracted the attention of the people about the Nativity of our Lord. All participants

wereserveda geI|C|ous dinner. Thanks to the Fathers of Attur Vicariate and Religious.
I e s "M




CRI meeting at Attur zone was held at St.Joseph's Convent Attur oft Déc 2018 Rev. Sisters
from the Convents of Attur Vicariate participated. Rev.Vicar Forane delivered the Christmas
message and wished them. A dance highlighting the Christmas was arranged by St.doseph pr
School. A meaningful celebration and adopting a poor parish in Attur Vicariate were the decision
arrived in the meeting. Thanks to the CRI

Rev.Sr.Gnanam, CRI Secretary, Attur Zone
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The Feast of Immaculate Conceptiorof Mother Mary was celebrateat Attur. The devotees of
Mother Mary along with the Legion of Mary arranged one hour of Adoration fropnifo 1 pm.

Many people participated and prayed the full Rosary and they recited meditatively the psalm 51. It
was an opportunity to the devoteegptay and to receive the special grace.

Fr. Gregory Rajan, P.P.

WISH YOU HAPPY FEAST

Rev. Fr. Ghanaraj 03.01
Rev. Fr. T. John Kennedy 20.01
Rev. Fr. S. Sebastian 20.01
Rev, Fr. A. John Bosco Paul 31.01

PRAYERFUL HOMAGE TO:

Rev. Fr. Matlew Pulickal 02.01.1977
Rev. Fr. S. Arockiasamy 08.01.2017
Rev. Fr. Benjamine Deltour 11.01.1945
Rev. Fr. Alphonse Collin 17.01.1942
Rev. Fr. Playoutst 18.01.1933
Rev. Fr. Paul Thazhathat 23.01.1997
Rev. Fr. L. Depigny 28.01.1966

The next Clergy Morthly Meetingat t he Bi shop’ s house, Salem, w



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPEFRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE

52" WORLD DAY OF PEACE , 1 JANUARY 2019

iGood politics is at the s

l.AiPeace be to this housel 0

nsemding his disciples forth on mission, Jesus
6Peace be to this house!d And if a son of peac
shall r e tLkk0:86).t o youo (

Bringing peaceiscentrh t o t he mi s s i o n Thatfpeace lisroffesed to all thdses c i p
men and women who long for peace amid the tragedies and violence that mark human

history[1]lThe fihoused of which Jesus speaks is ever)
all their diversity and history. It is first and foremost each individual person, withstiiction or
di scrimination. But it is also our fAcommon hon

we are called to care for and cultiva®a let this be my greeting at the beginning of the New Year:
APeace be to this house! o

2. The challengeof good politics

Peaceis like the hope which the poet Charles Péguy celebfajdtis like a delicate flower
struggling to blossom on the stony ground of violenc&Ve know that the thirst for power at any
price leads to abuses and injustielitics is an essential means of building human community
and institutions, but when politicafdi is not seen as a form of service to society as a whole, it can
become a means of oppression, marginalization and even destruction.

Jesus tells wus that, #Aif anyone wouMO3®.dn f i r st
thewordsoPope PaulVI At o take pol i ti cs Tdoeal riegiona hatonaht i t
and worldwide' is to affirm the duty of each individual to acknowledge the reality and value of the
freedom offered him to work at one and the same time for the good of the city, the nation and all
manki3hdo.

Political office and political responsibility thus constantly challenge those called to the service of
their country to make every effort to protect those who live there and to create the conditions for a
worthy and just future. If exersed with basic respect for the life, freedom and dignity of persons,
political life can indeed become an outstanding form of charity.

3. Charity and human virtues: the basis of politics at the service of human rights and peace

PopeBenedict XVInot ed t hat Nnevery Christian i S call
corresponding to his vocation and according to the degree of influence he wieldpdlighe

When animated by charity, commitmetat the common good has greater worth than a merely
secular and political stand would haveé Manés
charity, contributes to the building of the universal city of God, which is the goal of the history of

the hma n f d4inthis ys &a.programme on which all politicians, whatever their culture or
religion, can agree, if they wish to work together for the good of the human family and to practice
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those human virtues that sustain all sound political activity: justice, equality, mutual respect,
sincerity, honesty, fidelity.

In this regard, it may be helf ul t o Beatitudds lof the HPeliticidiro, proposed by
Viethnamese Cardinal Frangessavi er Nguy, n V«n Thudn, a faith
died in 2002:

Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep understanding of his role.

Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifieglibibty.

Blessed be the politician who works for the common good and not his or her own interest.
Blessed be the politician who remains consistent.

Blessed be the politician who works for unity.

Blessed be the politician who works to accomplish radicahgé.

Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening.

Blessed be the politician who is without f¢ay.

Every election and relection, and every stage of public life, is an opportunity to return to the
original points of reference that inspire justice and law. One thing is cegtad:politics is at the

service of peacelt respectsand promotes fundamental human rights, which are at the same time
mutual obligations, enabling a bond of trust and gratitude to be forged between present and future
generations.

4. Political vices

Sadly, together with its virtuegolitics also has its shee of vices, whether due to personal
incompetence or to flaws in the system and its institutiGtearly, these vices detract from the
credibility of political life overall, as well as the authority, decisions and actions of those
engaged in it.These vies, which undermine the ideal of an authentic democracy, bring disgrace to
public life and threaten social harmony. We think aarruption in its varied forms: the
misappropriation of public resources, the exploitation of individuals, the denial of ritlets,
flouting of community rules, dishonest gain, the justification of power by force or the arbitrary
appeal to ai s o nanddtlie®@eafusa to relinquish power. To which we can add xenophobia,
racism, lack of concern for the natural environment, thaqaung of natural resources for the sake

of quick profit and contempt for those forced into exile.

5. Good politics promotes the participation of the young and trust in others

When the exercise of political power aims only at protecting the interests offaw privileged
individuals, the future is compromisedand young people can be tempted to lose confidence, since
they are relegated to the margins of society without the possibility of helping to build the future. But
when politics concretely fosters thaldnts of young people and their aspirations, peace grows in

their outlook and on their faces. I't becomes
you | believeo that we can all wor k topeaceher f
if it finds expression in the recognition of

more beautiful than an outstretched hand? It was meant by God to offer and to receive. God did not
want it to kill (cf. Gen4:1ff) or to inflict suffering, but to offer care and help in life. Together with
our heart and our intelligence, [6lJur hands too

Everyone can contribute his or her stone to help build the common home. Authentic political life,
grounded in law and in frank and fair relations between individuals, experiences renewal whenever
we areconvinced that every woman, man and generation brings the promise of new relational,
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intellectual, cultural and spiritual energies. That kind of trust is never easy to achieve, because
human relations are complex, especially in our own times, markedlgate of mistrust rooted in

the fear of others or of strangers, or anxi et
the political level, in attitudes of rejection or forms of nationalism that call into question the
fraternity of which ourglobalized world has such great need. Today more than ever, our societies
need Aartisans of peaceo who can be messenger
wills the good and the happiness of the human family.

6. No to war and to the strategyf fear

A hundred years after the end of the First World War, as we remember the young people killed in
those battles and the civilian populations torn apart, we are more conscious than ever of the terrible
lesson taught by fratricidal wargeace can nevebe reduced solely to a balance between power

and fear. To threaten others is to lower them to the status of objects and to deny their dignity

This is why we state once more that an escalation of intimidation, and the uncontrolled proliferation
of arms,is contrary to morality and the search for true peace. Terror exerted over those who are
most vulnerable contributes to the exile of entire populations who seek a place of peace. Political
addresses that tend to blame every evil on migrants and to depeve@oor of hope are
unacceptable. Rather, there is a need to reaffirm that peace is based on respect for each person,
whatever his or her background, on respect for the law and the common good, on respect for the
environment entrusted to our care and tfee richness of the moral tradition inherited from past
generations.

Our thoughts turn in a particular way to all those children currently living in areas of conflict, and to
all those who work to protect their lives and defend their rights. One out yf @xechildren in our

world is affected by the violence of war or its effects, even when they are not enrolled as child
soldiers or held hostage by armed groups. The witness given by those who work to defend them and
their dignity is most precious for ttieture of humanity.

7. A great project of peace

In these days, we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted in the wake of the Second World War. In this context, let us also remember the

observation of Pop&ohn XXIII:“ Man’ s awareness of his rights mi
recognition of his duties The possession of rights involves the duty of implementing those rights,
forthey arethe x pr essi on of a manés personal dignity.

their recognitioff] and respect by otherso.

Peace, in effect, is the fruit of a great political project grounded in the mutual responsibility

and interdependence of human beingBut it is also a challenge that demands to be taken up ever
anew. It entails a cwversion of heart and soul; it is both interior and communal; and it has three
inseparable aspects:

- peace with oneself, rejecting inflexibility anger and impatience; in the words of Saint Francis de
Sal es, showing fia bit ofdeweéebnessetowartstonte

- peace with others: family members, friends strangers, the poor and the suffering, being
unafraid to encounter them and listen to what they have to say;

- peace with all creation rediscovering the grandearf Goddés gi ft and our i
responsibility as inhabitants of this world, citizens and builders of the future.
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The politics of peace, conscious of and deeply concerned for every situation of human
vulnerability, can always draw inspiration from the Magnificat, the hymn that Mary, the

Mot her of Christ the Saviour and Queen of Peac
on those who fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered
the proud in theiconceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the

l owl vy ; efor he has remembered his promise of
Abraham and his children ferv e ltk :5065).

From the Vatican, 8 December 2018 FRANCIS

[1]Cf.Lk2 : 1 4 : ARGl ory to God i n etnmoeg men witheom heisand ¢
pl easedo.

[2] Cf. Le Porche du mystere de la deuxiemewdraris, 1986.

[3] Apostolic LetterOctogesima Advenier{s4 May 1971), 46.

[4] Encyclical LetterCaritas in Veritatg29 June 2009), 7.

[5]Cf. Address at t-Benfi€hvi basdDnERhdbati 680 Gi o]
[6] BENEDICT XVI, Address to the Authorities of Ben@otonou, 19 November 2011.

[7] Encyclical LettelPacem in Terrig11 April 1963), ed. Carlen, 24.

OPENING OF THE XV ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS

ADDRESS BY HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
AT THE OPENING OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOP3ON

YOUNG PEOPLE, THE FAITH AND VOCATIONAL DISCERNMEN

Dear Beatitudes, Eminences, Excellenci&ear Brothers and Sisters, and beloved Young
People!

Enterirg this hall to talk about young people, we already feel the strength of their presence that
emanates a positivity and enthusiasm capable of filling and gladdening not only this hall, but the
whol e Church and the whole worl dé.

| would also like to sincerelthank the young people connected to us now, and all the youth who in

so many ways have made their voices heard. | thank them for having wagered that it is worth the
effort to feel part of the Church or to enter into dialogue with her; worth the effétrave the

Church as a mother, as a teacher, as a home, as a family, and, despite human weaknesses and
di fficulties, capabl e of radi ating and conveyi
onto the boat of t he Chwel stdimswabntinuds fo oftereshettar and t h
hospitality to everyone; worth the effort to listen to one another; worth the effort to swim against the
tide and be bound by lofty values: family, fidelity, love, faith, sacrifice, service, eternal life. Our
responsibility here at the Synod is not to undermine them; but rather to show that they are right to
wager it truly is worth the effort, it is not a waste of time!
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And | thank you in particular, dear young people present! The path of preparation fontiteh@g
taught us that the universe of the young is so varied that it cannot be fully represented, but you are
certainly an important sign of it. Your participation fills us with joy and hope.

The Synod we are living is a moment of sharirgvish, therefoe, at the beginning of the Synod
Assembly, to invite everyone to speak with courage and frankpagfesig, namely to
integratefreedom, truth and charityOnly dialogue can help us grow. An honest, transparent
critique is constructive and helpful, addes not engage in useless chatter, rumours, conjectures or
prejudices.

And humility in listening must correspond to courage in speagim told the young people in the
preSynod Meeting If yiou say something | do not like, | have to listen even more, because
everyone has the right to be heard, just as everyone has therighttospeak Thi s open |
requires courage irmpsaking and in becoming the voice of many young people in the world who are
not present. It is this listening that creates space for dialdtpeeSynod must be an exercise in
dialogue, above all among those of you participaflig first fruit of this dalogue is that everyone

is open to newness, to change their opinions thanks to what they have heard from others. This is
important for the Synod. Many of you have already prepared your intervention befoiehadd

thank you for this work but I invite you to feel free to consider what you have prepared as a
provisional draft open to any additions and changes that the Synod journey may suggest to each of
you. Let us feel free to welcome and understand others and therefore to change our convictions and
paositions: this is a sign of great human and spiritual maturity.

The Synod is an ecclesial exercise in discernmdit speak frankly and listen openly are
fundamental if the Synod is to be a process of discernment. Discernment is not an advertising
slogan, 1 is not an organizational technique, or a fad of this pontificate, buntenmor
attituderooted inan act of faith Discernment is the method and at the same time the goal we set
ourselves: it is based on the conviction that God is at work in wotiddiis y in |ifeds e
people | meet and who speak to me. For this reason, we are called to listen to what the Spirit
suggests to us, with methods and in paths that are often unpredictable. Discernment needs space and
time. And so, during the wortone in plenary assembly and in groups, after five interventions are
made, a moment of silence of approximately three minutes will be observed. This is to allow
everyone to recognize within their hearts the nuances of what they have heard, and to allow
evayone to reflect deeply and seize upon what is most striking. This attention to interiority is the
key to accomplishing the work of recognizing, interpreting and choosing.

We are a sign of a Church that listens and journey#e attitude of listening canhbe limited to

the words we will exchange during the work of the Synod. The path of preparation for this moment
has highlighted a Church thag¢eds tdisten including those young people who often do not feel
understood by the Church in their originalggd therefore not accepted for who they really are, and
sometimes even rejected. This Synod has the opportunity, the task and the duty to be a sign of a
Church that really listens, that allows herself to be questioned by the experiences of those she
meets and who does not always have a reathde answed Church that does not listers shows
herself c¢closed to newness, cl os e despeoiallydarthe s s u I
young who will inevitably turn away rather than approach.

Let us leavebehind prejudice and stereotypes first step towards listening is to free our minds

and our hearts from prejudice and stereotypes. When we think we already know who others are and
what they want, we really struggle to listen to them seriously. Relatiommss generations are a
terrain in which prejudice and stereotypes take root with proverbial ease, so much so that we are
often oblivious to it. Young people are tempted to consider adutidated adults are tempted to
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regard young people as inexpeged, to know how they are and especially how they should be and
behave. All of this can be an overwhelming obstacle to dialogue and to the encounter between
generations. Most of those present do not belong to a younger generation, so it is clear tmtt we m
pay attention, above all, to the risk of talking about young people in categories and ways of thinking
that are already outmoded. If we can avoid this risk, then we will help to bridge generatiohs.

should overcome the temptation to underestimaténe abilities of young people and not judge

them negatively | once read that the first mention of this fact dates back to 3000 BC and was
discovered on a clay pot in ancient Babylon, where it is writtenyinattg people are immoral

and incapable of saun g t hei r p e.dlpdiedn®ld tcadition af useold ones! Young
people, on the other hand, should overcome the temptation to ignore adults and to consider the

el der | youfidateda hdi bori ngo, forget t i ndronmsbratchasiift i s
life began only with each of them. Despite their physical frailty, the elderly are always the memory
of manki nd, the roots of our society, the fipu

isolate or snub them is to yield toanerldly mentality that is devouring our homes from within. To
neglect the rich experiences that each generation inherits and transmits to the next is an act of self
destruction.

It is therefore necessary, on the one hand, to decisively overcome the scaurgf
clericalism. Listening and leaving aside stereotypes are powerful antidotes to the risk of
clericalism, to which an assembly such as this is inevitably exposed, despite our intentions.
Clericalism arises from an elitist and exclusivist vision of vocain that interprets the ministry
received as gowerto be exercised rather than as a free and generossrviceto be given. This

leads us to believe that we belong to a group that has all the answers and no longer needs to
listen or learn anything, or tha pretends to listerClericalism is a perversion and is the root of
many evils in the Churchwe must humbly ask forgiveness for this and above all create the
conditions so that it is not repeated.

We must, on the other hand, cure the virus of ssiffficiencyand of hasty conclusions reached by

many young people. An Egyptian proverb gdes: f t here i s no el derly pe
one, because you will need him. To shun and reject everythin
brings only a dangerous disemtation that sadly threatens our humanity, it brings a disillusionment
which has invaded the hearts of whole generations. The accumulation of human experiences
throughout history is the most precious and trustworthy treasure that one generation froinerits
another. Without ever forgetting divine revelation, that enlightens and gives meaning to history and

to our existence.

Brothers and sisters, may the Synod awaken our heafisé present moment, and this applies also

to the Church, appears to be laddath struggles, problems, burdens. But our faith tells us that it is

also thekairosin which the Lord comes to meet us in order to love us and call us to the fullness of
life. The future is not a threat to be feared, but is the time the Lord promisdsenswe will be

able to experience communion with him, with our brothers and sisters, and with the whole of
creation. We need to rediscover the reasons for our hope and, above all, to pass them on to young

people who are thirsting for hope. As thecond Vatican Couna f f i r me d : AWe can |
that the future of humanity lies in the hands of those who are strong enough to provide coming
generations withreasohsor | i vi ng and h o p iGaudidmef(Ipesi)t or a l Con

The meeting between generations can be extremetjufrtor giving rise to hope. The prophet Joel
teaches us this | reminded young people at the g8gnod meeting and | consider ithe prophecy
ofourtime fAYour ol d men shall dream dreams, and vy
they will praphesy.
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There is no need for sophisticated theological arguments to prove our duty to help the contemporary

world to walk towards Godds Kkingdom, free of
Indeed, when speaking about those who consider remilibput sufficient objectivity or prudent
judgment, Sainjohn XXIlls ai d: Aln the current conditions o

of seeing anything except ruin and woe; they go redagaying that in our times, compared to the
past, everything is worse; and they even go as far as to behave as if they had nothing to learn from
history, w h i c Addréss on the solemineopeaitgeofr tile Sécond Vatican Codlmcil
October 1962).

Do not | et yourselves be tempted, t herefore, |
on Akeeping andrbobd@di hgi bnrese reproacheso, k ee
Aoften makes no sound; it i's neither a topic
Abefore the wounds of Christdés fl esh,ofthd ways

Ch ur c hAddre¢scad Bishops participating in the course promoted by the Congregation for
Bishops and the Conggation for Oriental Churchesl3 September 2018).

Letus thereforew O I K t 0 “ s pend t”ijomke fronwhis $ydddnot h e
merely a documerit that generally is only read by a few and criticized by miartut above all
concrete pastoral proposal capabl e of fulfilling ttoeanSynodao

dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up
wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another, and
createa bright resourcefulnessthat will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands,
and inspire in young peopleall young people, with no one excludea vision of the future filled
with the joy of the Gospel. Thank you.

Synod Hall, Rome, Wedsaay, 3 October 2018. POPE FRANCIS
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BIBLICAL REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS
FOR THE EIGHT DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CHRISITAN UNITY (18 -25 January 2019)

Day 1: Let justice roll down like waters(Amos 5:24)
Readings. Amos 5:2225; Luke 11:3744

Reflection: Christians can sometimes be very committed to prayer and worship, but less concerned
for the poor and the marginalized. Sometimes we pray in church, but at the same time oppress our
fellow human beings or exploit thedronment. Christians in Indonesia recognize that in their land
there are people who passionately try to practice their faith, but who oppress those of other beliefs,
even using violence in doing so. But in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus reminds us thatvere sign

of true worship of God is acting justly. He is fierce in his condemnation of those who neglect this
obligation. In the prophecy of Amos, God rejects the worship offered by those who neglect justice,
unt i | they 61 et | uant iighteousnessllike ardesfed mo wli inlkge sw a teearmd
The prophet insists on the absolute link between worship and doing deeds of justice. When
Christians work together to listen to the cry of the poor and the oppressed, they grow in communion
with one aother and with the Triune God.

Prayer

God of the widow, the orphan and the stranger,

You have shown us the path of justice.

Help us to follow your way by doing justice as our worship of you.

As Christians together, may we worship you not only withhmarts and minds, but also by our
deeds.

May the Holy Spirit help and guide us to work for justice wherever we are,

so that many people may be strengthened through our works.

In the name of Jesus. Amen.

Day2-Let your word be ‘(Mathsw53Y)es’' or *‘ No, No’
Readings: Ephesians 4:225; Matthew 5:3337

Reflection: Violence towards fellow humans is not found only in physical assault and robbery, but
also in gossip and malicious rumours. Social media have made it easy for untruths to be circulated
instantly to a wide audience. Christians in Indonesia are aware of how this has sometimes led to lies
and prejudice being propagated by religious groups, including Christians, against other religious
groups. Fear and the threat of reprisals can make pedpitard to stand up for the truth and can
cause them to remain silent in the face of unjust and untrue statements aimed at causing fear. Jesus
boldly said, OLet your word be AYes, YesOo or
evi | o n elness da3tmys gaod relationships between persons and between groups, including
churches. Dishonesty disrupts the unity of the Church. The Letter to the Ephesians reminds us that
we are members of one another. This is a call for Christians to be honestcandtable to each

other, so that they may grow in fellowship. When we do so, it is not the spirit of the evil one, but the
Holy Spirit of God who will be with us.

Prayer



God of righteousness,

grant us wisdom to distinguish right from wrong.

Let our heds be guided by honesty and our lips speak the truth.
Give us courage to be truthful even when others go against us.
Keep us from spreading deceit;

make us, rather, agents of unity and peace,

spreading good news for all people.

We pray in the name gour Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Day 3- The Lord is gracious and merciful to all(Psalm 145:8)

Readings Psalm 145:813; Matthew 1:117

Reflection: 6 The Lord is good to all, and his compas
psalmist, proclaiming thahe love of God is beyond boundaries of ethnicity, culture, race, and even
religion. The account of the geneal ogy of Jes!

While ancient cultures often saw women as inferior, or as the property ofatieirs or husbands,
Matthew names four women among the ancestors of Jesus, two of whom, Ruth and Rahab, were
Gentiles. Three other ancestors in the list were known for their sinfulness, including the adulterous
King David. Naming these in the genealodyoJ esus and making them par:
proclaims that God includes everyone, male and female, sinner and righteous, in his plan of
salvation, regardless of their backgrounds. Indonesia is a nation of over 17,000 islands and 1,340
different ehnic groups, and churches are often separated along ethnic lines. Such exclusivity can
lead some to see themselves as the sole possessors of the truth, thus wounding the unity of the
Church. Amidst escalating ethnic and religious fanaticism and a growiniy af intolerance
throughout the world today, Christians can serve the human family by joining together to bear
witness to the ak mbr aci ng | ove of God, procl ai ming wit
and mercifuldé to all

Prayer

Father, Sonrad Holy Spirit, one God,

we give praise to you for your great glory made manifest in all of creation.
Give us an open heart to embrace all who experience discrimination.
Help us to grow in love beyond prejudice and injustice.

Grant us the grace to respéte unigueness of each person,

so that in our diversity we may experience unity.

This prayer we make in your holy name. Amen.

Day 4- Be content with what you havgHebrews 13:5)
Readings:Hebrews 13:15; Matthew 6:2534

Reflection: The writer of the étter to the Hebrews warns against excessive love of money and
material things. In the face of our tendency to think we never have enough, the text reminds us of
Goddés providence and assures us that Godf will
eart h, rivers and seas, Godbdés goodness has proc
beings, and yet many people lack these basic necessities. Human weakness and greed frequently
lead to corruption, injustice, poverty and hunger. It lbartempting, instead of caring about others

and sharing our goods with them, to gather and accumulate money, food and natural resources for
ourselves, or our own nation or ethnic group. Yet, Jesus teaches us that material things should not



be our main corern. Rather, we should strive first for the reign of God and its values, trusting that

our heavenly Father will provide for us. In recent years, some churches in Indonesia have been
providing various kinds of financial, human and educational support &l simrches in rural

areas. In this simple and practical example of mutual love they are demonstrating the unity with
theirfellowChr i sti ans which is Godds gift to his Chu
earning money beyond our needs ormwibarding resources for the future, can enable us to make

the earth, our common home, a more just place.

Prayer

Compassionate God,

we thank you for your bountiful gifts.

Give us the grace to accept all blessings

in simplicity and with humble gratitude.

Enable us to be content and ready to share with others who are in need,
so that all may experience unity in the love that flows from you,

our Triune God,

who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

Day 5- To bring good news to the poo(Luke 4:18)
Readings: Amos 8:48; Luke 4:1621

Reflection: The prophet Amos criticized traders who practiced deceit and exploited the poor in
order to gain maximum profit. Amos also underlined how God observes their wrongdoing and will
never forget it. God listens to theies of victims of injustice and never forsakes those who are
exploited and treated unjustly.

We live in a globalized world where marginalization, exploitation and injustice are rampant. The
gap between the rich and the poor is getting wider. Economicvachént becomes a deciding
factor in relationships between peoples, nations and communities. Economic issues often trigger
tensions and conflicts between them. It is hard to enjoy peace when justice is absent.

By virtue of our common Baptism, all Christiasisare in the prophetic mission of Jesus to proclaim
good news to the poor and the weak, in both words and deeds. When we recognise this mission, the
Spirit of the Lord will be upon us too, empowering us to work for justice. Our dignity as Christians
callsus to speak and act in such a way that the words from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah which
Jesus proclaimed in Nazareth are fulfilled each day in the hearing of those around us.

Prayer

God our Father,

forgive our lust for power

and free us from the tgutation to oppress others.

By your Holy Spirit of communion,

help us to live in solidarity with our neighbour,

and so share together with your Son Jesus

in fulfilling your promise of freedom from poverty and oppression.
We pray in his name. Amen.

Day 6- The Lord of hosts is his namdJeremiah 10:16)



Readings Jeremiah 10:1216; Mark 16:1415

ReflectonnThe created world is a manifestation of
i s made visible in and thr oungahmea. |6l Tcordeaayt,i ohno:w e
facing a serious global ecological crisis, which threatens the survival of the natural world. Many
people have been driven by greed to exploit creation beyond its capacity. In the name of
development, forests are cleared gmallution destroys land, air, rivers and seas, rendering
agriculture impossible, making fresh water unobtainable and causing animals to die. In this context

it is useful to remember that after his resurrection, Jesus commissioned the disciples to fireclaim
good newdole6tr eat heno. No part of creation is oL
And so conversion is needed from a tendency to exploit to an attitude that values and reconciles us
with creation. Movements among people of differfaiths in Indonesia and many other places are
inspiring Christians to promote eéoendly churches, and to take a stand against environmental

abuses. This wunites Christians in bearing witr
t hi n gendve joinMith other Christians in defence of our common earthly home, we are not just
engaging in activism, but are fulfilling the

healing and restoring love &l of creation.
Prayer

Loving God,

By yourword all things came to be.

We thank you for the universe

which manifests your glory, beauty and kindness.

Grant us the wisdom to walk gently upon the earth

and together to be prophets of your good news to all creation. Amen.

Day 7- Woman, great is yourfaith! (Matthew 15:28)
Readings:1 Samuel 1:137; Matthew 15:2128

Reflection: E | i mi sjudges Hannaho6s deep and fervent
supplications as drunken ramblings. Yet the words of her reply, calling on him not to dismass h

6a worthless womandé softened his heart and he
Canaanite woman came to beg Jesus to heal her daughter, he initially dismissed her, saying that he
had come only for his own people. Yet she persistdatirbegging and challenging and eventually,
recognising her great faith, Jesus granted her request. In both cases, a woman who was initially
marginalised and judged unworthy of attention turned out to be speaking prophetic words that
softened heartsanddow g ht heal ing and whol eness. The marg
voices continues in our own times. Indeed even within our churches we are often complicit with
cultures that devalue women. As Christians become aware of their own failings anethighey

come to recognize more clearly the horror of violence against women and children, snhatched
forcibly from their homes and trafficked to other lands. These and many other migrant workers are
often treated as less than human, and are denied thebasis human rights. In recent years
churches in Indonesia have taken common action against human trafficking and the sexual abuse of
children. Their efforts, and those of people of other faiths, are all the more urgent since the number
of victims in someparts of their country is increasing daily. As Christians unite in prayer and study

of the Scriptures, truly | istening for Godods
through the cries of the most sadlogethatthattheyare ci et
inspired to join in common action against the scourge of human trafficking and of other evils.



Prayer

Gracious God,

You are the source of human dignity.

By your grace and power

the words of Hannah changed the heart of EliRnest;

by your grace and power

the words of the Canaanite woman moved Jesus to heal her daughter.
As we search to manifest the unity of the Church,

grant us the courage to reject all forms of violence against women
and to celebrate the gifts of tB@irit

that women bring to the service of the Church.

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Day 8- The Lord is my light and my salvation(Psalm 27:1)
Readings:Psalm 27:%4; John 8:1220

Reflection: Throughout the eight days of this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the daily
reflections have considered many difficult situations facing the world today, including greed,
violence, exclusion, exploitation, povergollution, hunger and trafficking. Churches in Indonesia

are conscious of these issues as challenges facing all Christians. They recognise and confess that
some of these sins have tainted the lives of their churches too, wounding their unity and digninishin
their witness to the world. At the same time, they recognise as well the many promising instances of
churches coming together to witness to their unity in C[#]&hristians in other parts of the world

can name many other examples from their own situations.

Day by day, year by year, and especially during this Week of Prayer for Christiign Christians

join together for common prayer, professing t
voice in the Scriptures and praying together |
that the Holy Trinity is the source of all itymand that Jesus is the light of the world, who promises

the light of life to those who follow him. The many injustices in the world frequently sadden or
anger them. But they do not lose hope, they move to action. Because the Lord is their light and thei
salvation and the stronghold of their lives, they do not fear.

Prayer

God our Sustainer,

we praise you for your loving kindness,

for upholding us in times of trial,

and showing us your light in times of darkness.

Transform our lives so that we may &élessing for others.

Help us to live unity in diversity as a witness to your communion,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

one God now and forever. Amen.
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